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1.0 Introduction

1.1 Executive Summary
The ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ In Malta has been assessed as being, potentially, of international cultural
significance in providing tangible evidence of the planned migration program from Malta to Australia in the
interwar years, a program specifically developed to provide prospective migrants with the skills to survive in
their new environment. It is also an evidence of longstanding effort by the British to encourage the general
population of Malta to migrate to other colonies, in order that the island’s limited resources could support the
naval base when needed.
This Conservation Management Plan has been prepared on a voluntary basis by the ‘Australian Bungalow’
in Malta Working Group, composed of members of Australia ICOMOS. It incorporates research undertaken
for an earlier Conservation Management Plan carried out in 2006 on the ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ in Malta.
This Conservation Management Plan will be used to assist in the conservation and management of the
‘‘Australian Bungalow’’. It is anticipated that this Conservation Management Plan will be the basis of a
submission, as a further step, for inclusion of the ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ on the List of Overseas Places of
Historic Significance to Australia under the provisions of the Environment Protection (Biodiversity
Conservation) Act 1999 (EPBC Act).
The island of Malta covers approximately 320 square kilometres. The ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ can be found
in the rural land holdings of the Island at the Government Experimental Farm (now National Agricultural
Research & Development Centre), Ghammieri. Ghammieri is included in the broader town area of Marsa
and the Malta International Airport is to the south at Luqa. Valletta, Malta’s capital is located to the north.
The ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ was scheduled as a Grade 1 National monument by the Maltese Environment
and Planning Authority (MEPA) in 2006.

It is a single room timber structure, measuring in plan 5.57m x

9.32m. Clad in square edged painted weatherboards, the gable roofed building is surrounded on three
(east, west and south) sides by a skillion verandah. The building is a poor condition as a result of long term
vacancy and lack of maintenance.

1.2

Background

to

the

Conservation

Management

Plan
This Conservation Management Plan has been prepared on a voluntary basis by the ‘Australian Bungalow’
in Malta Working Group, composed of members of Australia ICOMOS. Working Group members who
contributed to the preparation of the Conservation Management Plan are Noni Boyd, Andrea Brew,
Catherine Brouwer, Anthony Coupe, Kerime Danis, Ian Hocking, Susan Jackson-Stepowski, Marilyn
Truscott, Helen Wilson and Susanne Zahra. Sheridan Burke, Alan Croker and David Logan also attended
initial meetings of the working group.
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The conservation management plan will be used to assist in the conservation and management of this
heritage place.
The building, known as the ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’, Ghammieri Government Farm, Marsa, had been
identified and photographed by the Australian High Commissioned to Malta as a building of Australian origin
1
by 2002 . While previous research was undertaken, little is known of the building’s Australian origins and

how and when it arrived in Malta. Historical information has confirmed its use in the training of migrants as
part of a formal migration scheme between Australia and Malta. The intent of this document is to compile
the available relevant information to create a fuller understanding of its history and use in the training of
potential migrants to Australia.
The Maltese people have had historic links to Australia as early as the mid nineteenth century. However,
the idea of an organised migration scheme from the under resourced and heavily populated islands did not
come into fruition until the early twentieth century. A cause championed by several educated and worldly
Maltese gentlemen, the Maltese people were purported to be hard working and adaptable to work in the
harsh climates of the colonies of the British Empire, particularly Australia and Canada. In the twentieth
century, and particularly in the post war period, Malta’s history was greatly redefined by the migration of
many young inhabitants to colonial outposts. The training of migrants in and with the building at its original
location, The Bugeja Institute in Hamrun, appears to have been a short lived exercise, with the Bungalow
being relocated to its current site at the Government Experimental Farm in Ghammieri (also known as Tal
Hammieri). It is understood that the Bungalow continued to be used in the training of migrants after its
relocation to Ghammieri, possibly ended by Malta’s involvement in World War II. It was then used as staff
accommodation and a classroom.
It is anticipated that this Conservation Management Plan will be the basis of a submission, as a further step,
for inclusion of the ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ on the List of Overseas Places of Historic Significance to Australia
under the provisions of the Environment Protection (Biodiversity Conservation) Act 1999 (EPBC Act).
Overseas sites that have a special place in Australia's history are symbolically recognised
on the List of Overseas Places of Historic Significance to Australia (LOPHSA).
LOPSHA was established on 1 January 2007 under the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).
The list enables Australia to officially recognise and celebrate overseas places of greatest
importance to the development of the nation in a way that is respectful of the rights and
sovereignty of other nations.
Protection can be achieved through a joint understanding between the two countries involved.

1

Correspondence with Dr Barry York (formerly of UNSW) 18.4.2002. Dr York’s research files have been
given to the National Library of Australia
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1.3 An earlier Conservation Management Plan-2006
This document incorporates research undertaken for an earlier Conservation Management Plan carried out
2
in 2006 on the ‘Australian Bungalow’ in Malta , which was compiled by Samantha Fabry from Heritage

Enterprises, with Australia ICOMOS, ICOMOS Malta and the Valletta Rehabilitation Project, in accordance
with the recommendations of Australia ICOMOS and the Burra Charter. The maintenance section, prepared
by Susanne Zahra, was developed by Robert Moore to a 10 Year Maintenance Plan. The Statement of
Significance for the Bungalow was developed using the 2001 New South Wales Heritage Manual whilst
adhering to Maltese policies and Acts.
Samantha Fabry was brought over to Malta after Dr Ray Bondin (Honorary President of ICOMOS Malta and
former coordinator of the Valletta Rehabilitation Project) requested the assistance of Sheridan Burke, then
International Vice President of ICOMOS (Director, Godden Mackay Logan). Fabry’s visit was supported by
the Bank of Valetta and the Valetta Rehabilitation Project (then coordinated by Dr Ray Bondin).
This earlier Conservation Management Plan was guided by Sheridan Burke, Alan Croker (Principal, Design
5 Architects) and Robert Moore (Principal, Robert A Moore Pty Ltd, Architects) and as noted above prepared
with the assistance and support of Dr Ray Bondin, the Bank of Valletta (BOV), the Ministry of Rural Affairs
and the Environment in Malta, the Australian High Commission in Malta, Malta Environment and Planning
Authority, staff at the Bugeja Conservatorium and the Government Experimental Farm at Ghammieri and
staff and Students at MCAST Naxxar.
The 2006 CMP was developed as a result of visit in 2002 by Sheridan Burke following the assistance
request of Dr Ray Bonding during a meeting of the International Executive Committee of ICOMOS. Sheridan
visited the building and encouraged Malta ICOMOS to become involved in its listing and conservation, and
initiated the development of a CMP as a voluntary project by Australia ICOMOS members in collaboration
with ICOMOS Malta. Other Australia ICOMOS members visited the site during another ICOMOS meeting in
Malta during 2009.

1.4 The place
The Republic of Malta is a small archipelago located south of Sicily in the Mediterranean Sea. Comprised of
three main islands and numerous uninhabited isles, the largest being Malta, the rural island Gozo and the
smallest Comino, Malta is the home to a population of approximately 400,000 inhabitants. The islands are
primarily limestone and display the harsh nature of their exposed coastal environment.

Their location

between northern Africa and southern Europe has ensured that the Maltese Islands have been a critical
destination for many sea faring cultures over thousands of years.
The Maltese Islands contain a rich and diverse history, dating from the prehistoric times with ancient cultures
as demonstrated in the World Heritage listed megalithic temple sites to the more recent, though still

2

Australia ICOMOS / Heritage Enterprise. Conservation Management Plan 2006. ‘Australian Bungalow’Malta (Draft).
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Recent history is attributable to the

colonisation by the British, and participation in World Wars. Its strategic location as a naval base led to
Malta being heavily bombed during World War II. Malta achieved independence from the United Kingdom in
1964 and then became a republic in 1974. Malta remains a member of the Commonwealth.
The island of Malta covers approximately 320 square kilometres. While not covering a substantial land area,
it varies in land use and density with built up cities and large towns surrounded by rural land holdings. It is in
the rural landscape that the ‘Australian Bungalow’ can be found at the Government Experimental Farm (now
National Agricultural Research & Development Centre), Ghammieri. Ghammieri is included in the broader
town area of Marsa and the Malta International Airport is to the south at Luqa. Valletta, Malta’s capital is
located to the north.

Figure 1: Location of Government Experiment Farm, Ghammieri, in relation to Valletta and Malta
International Airport (Source: Google maps)
FINAL
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Figure 2: Arial views of the Government Experiment Farm, Ghammieri and the ‘Australian Bungalow’
(Source: Google satellite)
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1.5 Heritage listings
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ was scheduled as a Grade 1 National monument by the Maltese Environment
and Planning Authority (MEPA) in 2006, as per the Government Notice No. 492/068 in the Government
Gazette dated 6 June 2006.
Item 14 ‘Australian Bungalow’ at Ghammieri, limits of Marsa as a Grade 1 property in
terms of Structure Plan Policy UCO 7 as shown in site plan 14#16 attached.

Figure 3: Listing plan for ‘Australian Bungalow’ as per Malta Government Gazette dated 6 June, p. 5381.

It would appear that the listing only includes the building and not the surrounding garden or the memorial
plaque.
Section 46 of the (Malta) Development Planning Act allows the MEPA to designate culturally important items
as scheduled properties. All legally protected heritage items have been included in the Malta Scheduled
Property Register. The accompanying press release which appeared in the Times of Malta noted that the
building had been listed as being Grade 2.
The accompanying press release which appeared in the Times of Malta noted that the

Australian Bungalow is the only habitable building in Malta built entirely of wood,
which was specially imported from Australia. It was brought to Malta in the 1920s
FINAL
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as part of a scheme aimed at the training of potential migrants wishing to work in
Australia in the techniques, methods and building and construction there. It was
originally located in the Migrants Training Centre in the Bugeja Technical Institute
at Hamrum but was relocated to the Government Experimental Farm in
Ghammieri where it remains to date.
This pre-fabricated building used to be built and dismantled in order for the
trainees of the different courses to learn how to construct such a building by
using standardised elements in wood.
The building is a freestanding wooden structure supported on short stilts and
consisting of a large room with smaller ones at the ends. The front part has a
verandah and a double-pitched roof, which is very rare in the Maltese skyline.
The bungalow is over 70 years old and although it has had some repair
modifications carried out to it, it is still largely original.
At present it is used as a classroom by the Agricultural and Rural Development
Division Department in which students are taught biology and farming at
secondary school level.

This unique structure in Malta is thus of substantial

historical, architectural and social significance since it was an element that
facilitated aspiring Maltese migrants and helped the forging of ties between Malta
and Australia.3
The citation by MEPA reads similarly:

The ‘Australian Bungalow’ was brought to Malta in 1920s as part of a scheme
aimed at assisting the training of "potential migrants wishing to work in Australia
in the techniques and methods used in building and construction". It was
originally located in the Migrants Training Centre in the Bugeja Technical Institute
in Hamrun but was relocated to the Government Experimental Farm in
Ghammieri in 1930, where it remains to date. This pre-fabricated building used to
be built and pulled down in order for trainees of different courses to learn how to
construct such a building by using the same materials.
The bungalow is over 70 years old and although has had several modifications
carried out to it, it is still largely authentic and is still used as a classroom by the
Agricultural and Rural Development Division Department in which students are

3

Some interesting cuttings from the ‘Times of Malta” posted by Maltagenealogy.com
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taught biology and farming at secondary school level. This structure is of
architectural significance for Malta because it is built entirely of timber and its
morphology is unique. It is also of historic importance since it facilitated Maltese
migrants to seek better prospects in Australia.4
The definition of Grade 1 (Cultural Heritage – Architecture and Engineering) is:

These buildings are of outstanding architectural or historical interest that shall be
preserved in their entirety. Demolition or alterations which impair the setting or
change the external or internal appearance, including anything contained within
the curtilage of the building, will not be allowed. Any interventions allowed must
be directed to their scientific restoration and rehabilitation. Internal structural
alterations will only be allowed in exceptional circumstances where this is
paramount for reasons of keeping the building in active use.
The definition of Grade 2 (Cultural Heritage – Architecture and Engineering) is:

These are buildings of some architectural or historic interest or which contribute
to the visual image of an Urban Conservation Area. Permission to demolish such
buildings will not normally been given. Alterations to the interior will be allowed if
it is proposed to be carried out sensitively and causing the least detriment to the
character and architectural homogeneity of the building.5
The building is currently not listed by any Australian government agencies.

1.6 Structure and terminology of the report
This CMP has been prepared according to the methodology developed by Dr James S. Kerr for assessing
the cultural significance of places of European settlement and is consistent with the guidelines set out in the
Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance (Burra Charter 1999). In
particular
Section 1.0 Introduction is followed by Section 2.0 Investigation of Cultural Significance including
Historical Analysis.
The Assessment of Cultural Significance follows in Section 3.0 utilising the current evaluation
criteria set out for the National Heritage List.

4

www.mepa.org.mt MEPA schedules 17 properties. Posted on 21 January 2006
Degree of Protection from the Structure Plan for the Maltese Island, December 1900 available online from
MEPA

5
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Section 4.0 provides a succinct Statement of Significance for the ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ in Malta.
Section 5.0 discusses the constraints and opportunities providing a basis for the development of a
strategy for implementation of the conservation policies, which are included in Section 6.0
Section 7.0 contains the Bibliography followed by Appendices in Section 8.0.

Abbreviations
Abbreviation

Meaning

CMP

(Conservation Management Plan) is a document that details why an item is considered to
be of heritage significance and outlines policies to retain this significance that allow for
economic

re-use,

maintenance.
Burra Charter

possible

future

development

and

ongoing

management

and

6

The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance
1999, defines the basic principles and procedures to be observed in the conservation of
important places. It is the accepted standard for Australian conservation practice.

ICOMOS

(International Council on Monuments and Sites) is a non-governmental organization
closely linked to UNESCO, and primarily concerned with the philosophy, terminology,
methodology and techniques of cultural heritage conservation. Australia ICOMOS acts as
a national and international link between public authorities, institutions and individuals
involved in the study and conservation of all places of cultural significance.

Place

Site, area, land, landscape, building or other work, group of buildings or other works, and
may include components, contents, spaces and views. (Burra Charter)

Cultural

Means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, present or future

significance

generations. Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use,
associations, meanings, records, related places and related objects.

Fabric

The physical evidence of a place including components, fixtures, contents, and objects.
(The Burra Charter) Fabric includes building interiors and sub-surface remains as well as
excavated material.

Conservation

All the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance

Maintenance

The continuous protective care of the fabric and setting of a place, and is to be
distinguished from repair. Repair involves restoration or reconstruction.

Preservation

Maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding deterioration.

Restoration

Returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by removing accretions or
by reassembling existing components without the introduction of new components

Reconstruction

6

Returning a place to a known earlier state and is distinguished from restoration by the

Conservation Management Documents, 1996, from the NSW Heritage Manual, NSW Heritage Branch
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introduction of new material into the fabric
Adaptation

Modifying the place to suit the existing use or a proposed use

Setting

The area around a place, which may include the visual catchment

Definition of Terms
‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ in Malta

Name given in this report. Maltese name unknown.
Australian building sent from Australia to Malta to assist in the carpentry
training of potential migrants to Australia. The ‘Australian Bungalow’ is
located at the Government Experimental Farm in Ghammieri.

Experiment Farm

State run agricultural establishment with three main functions: teaching,
improved stock breeding and localised plant acclimatisation

Bugeja Technical Institute at

The first location in Malta for training migrants

Hamrum
Government Experimental Farm

The second location in Malta for training migrants

in Ghammieri
Tal Hammieri

Another name for Ghammieri
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1.8 Limitations and disclaimers
This Conservation Management Plan has been prepared on the basis of research conducted
using sources available in Australia and by internet. Access by members of the Working Group to
the site and the ‘Australian Bungalow’ has been extremely limited. There have been other
constraints:
•

Research has been somewhat limited as documentation was destroyed in Malta during
World War II. Also, certain files have been destroyed by the Maltese and English
governments.7 As stated in the 2006 Conservation Management Plan:
Unfortunately researching the history and origin of the Bungalow and the
Migrants’ Training Centre has been restrained due to the destruction of a
large number of Government files, photographs and detailed plans during
the Second World War as a result of the bombing of central Malta. In
addition to this, the Maltese and English Governments in an attempt to
protect the Islands, also damaged important material. As result of this, it
has difficult to determine exactly when the Bungalow was transported
from Australia to Malta and who was directly involved in its
transportation.8

•

Online material has been sourced from Malta, UK and Scotland. Aerial photographs
taken during World War I and World War II are held in Scotland (See Bibliography).

•

Oral history research has also been limited as many of the young men who have
attended training at the Migrant Training Centre at the ‘Australian Bungalow’, would now
be either extremely elderly or have died. The possible illiteracy of the trainees is the
likely limitation for written sources of history from the participants. While the detailed
history of authorities may be more available, personal history is more likely to be lost. If
letters were written to family members, they are not available in the public archives.

•

Information on the setting is limited. It has not been possible to access a survey or
topographical map of the site.

•

Although several members of Australia ICOMOS and a few members of the Working
Group have had the opportunity to visit Malta and view the ‘Australian Bungalow’, those
who have visited have only been able to make a very short trip to the site.

8

Australia ICOMOS / Heritage Enterprise. Conservation Management Plan 2006. ‘Australian Bungalow’Malta (Draft). 1.9 Documentary and Photographic Resources
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The Australia ICOMOS Working Group who prepared this Conservation Management
Plan were unable to visit the Archives in Malta.

•

Thorough investigation of the building and its structure is limited by no safe access to the
subfloor, exterior of roof and verandah and interior of the roof space. Investigation of the
building structure is limited by no access through the external claddings and internal
linings. A site investigation in 2003 showed the building to be in fair to poor condition,
with the subsequent investigation in 2010 showing the building to be severely
deteriorated.

This report has been prepared with due care but no responsibility is accepted for error or
omission or use of the contents for purposes other than for the stated purpose. Whilst this
information is believed to be accurate, no responsibility is accepted in this regard. All efforts are
made to identify issues of relevance and likely concerns; however, the report relies on limited
information and research.
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Investigation of cultural significance

2.1 Description of the place
Located in the grounds of the Government Experimental Farm at Ghammieri, or Tal Hammieri,
Marsa the ‘Australian Bungalow’ is an unusual feature. It is the only building totally constructed of
timber and sheet metal roofing, amongst farming buildings constructed of the local limestone.
The Government Experimental Farm is bounded by the main thoroughfares of Triq Hal Luqa, Triq
Mdina and Triq Ingiered. The Experimental Farm is divided by a long central roadway, flanked by
buildings, fenced plots, enclosures and open land.
Set centrally on an irregularly shaped plot located close to the road, the Bungalow is
picturesquely located in a sunken garden, surrounded by limestone block walling. Entry to the
building from the higher footpath is marked by a pair of squat stone pillars, on either side of the
entry path, in the low random stonework wall. A wide path from four descending steps leads
through the garden to the building.
The age of the garden is unknown, though it displays several mature species, possibly dating
from the late 1920s.
Investigation of the building was limited to a visual inspection of the exterior and interior of the
building from ground level. The subfloor, roof space, roof, the underside of roof sheeting to the
verandah, were not able to be accessed, thus limiting their description and assessment of
condition.

Figure 4: ‘Australian Bungalow’ viewed from the street.
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2.2 Physical evidence
2.2.1 Fabric survey

Figure 5: Floor plan and elevations of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ in Malta (Not to scale)
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Exterior
The ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ is a single room timber structure, measuring in plan 5.57m x 9.32m.
Clad in square edged painted weatherboards, the gable roofed building is surrounded on three
(east, west and south) sides by a skillion verandah. The verandah floor is concrete, with the
timber posts truncated to accommodate the concrete slab. The building displays simple but
elegant timber decoration in the form of vertical timber fretwork and angles bracket to the
verandah, scalloped architrave beneath sills to both windows and half timbering and finials to the
gable ends. The main facade, south, is parallel to the roadway.
The overall dimensions including the verandah are 7.27 x 12.72m.

Roofing and Rainwater Goods
The Bungalow has a steeply pitched red painted corrugated roof and verandah, an atypical roof
form in Malta. The skillion verandah protects the southern, eastern and western sides of the
building.
The roof is clad in corrugated sheeting, though currently painted red, it is presumed mostly be
galvanised steel. The origin or manufacturer of this material is not known. The roofing appears
to be the original short sheets, with lead flashing intact. However, the sheet laps do not align
along the length of the building, possibly due to replacement and changes over the years. Visible
roof fixings appear to be galvanised clouts, with a small square of flat sheet acting as a washer.
Holes are visible to some sheets.
Rainwater goods are a mix of small sections of early round profile downpipes connected to
fabricated rectangular sections. These are roughly connected to square section pipes along the
verandah ridge to the verandah gutter. Guttering to the main roof is a fabricated galvanised
sheet, splayed to the front. It appears that very few sections of original round downpipes are
retained on the building and there is no evidence of the original eaves gutter.

Figure 6: Roofing and Rainwater goods
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Gable Ends
Both gable ends feature decorative timber strapping over flat sheet with a turned timber finial
located at the apices. The bargeboards are undecorated, finishing in a simple point. All painted
surfaces above the verandah line are deteriorated and display extensive flaking exposing the
unfinished surface of the timber.

Figure 7: Gable ends with battens

Verandah
The verandah is a simple skillion form to three sides, hipped at the junction of the front and side
elevations and gabled at the truncated ends. The underside of the verandah displays exposed
rafters and angled bracing over the top of lapped square edged lining boards. The gable ends of
the verandah on the north facade feature an infill panel of vertical v-jointed lining boards. These
are trimmed with a small ovolo mould bead to the lower edge. Simple timber fretwork of vertical
frets decorates the verandah.
The brackets are constructed of five timber pieces in total. Forming a ninety degree angle are a
horizontal piece fixed to the underside of the fretwork and a vertical piece to the inner face of the
post.

From the junction of the two, a third piece of timber projects downward at forty-five

degrees. Perpendicular to this central piece are the two remaining pieces of timber.
There were originally twelve full size posts 92 x 92mm (3 5/8” square) and two half posts (against
building at verandah return on north). All featured chamfering and decorative capital moulding
beneath brackets. All posts have been truncated to accommodate the concrete slab verandah.
More recently the verandah posts have deteriorated extensively due to water pooling on concrete
slab, with the loss of post P3 to west of the main door and the breakage of post P4. Temporary
steel supports have been engaged to support the verandah.
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Figure 8: General views of the verandah

Facades
The southern, front, elevation features a centrally placed door with fanlight flanked by multi-paned
sash windows. The windows display a scalloped architrave beneath the sill, which is currently
painted in Brunswick Green. Other timberwork is painted in a cream colour with chocolate brown
paint to architraves and sills to the door and windows. All external walls are clad in square edged
weatherboards, culminating with vertical weatherboard stops at each corner. There is a deep
base board, though this is mostly covered by the concrete verandah.
The northern, rear, elevation, presents a solitary centrally placed door and fanlight. There are no
other openings to the building. Being totally unprotected and on the exposed northern side this
facade displays extensive weathering.
There appears to be a former opening, now in-filled, on the western end of the building.
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Figure 9: Front, side and rear elevations of the
‘Australian Bungalow’ (from above clockwise

Windows
The Bungalow features only two windows, constructed of timber, flanking the central main door.
The windows are sash windows, with four panes to both the upper and lower sashes. It is not
known whether the windows remain in operable order. Externally, the windows display moulded
architraves to the top and sides and a scalloped apron beneath the timber sill.

Doors
The Bungalow features two doors, located centrally in the front (south) and rear (north) facades.
Both doors are constructed of timber, within timber frames and moulded architraves and sills.
Each door displays a two pane fanlight above. The main door (D1) on the south façade is a four
panel door with glazing to the upper panels. Notably this door features a cast metal logo of the
letters ‘LTC’ within a broken circle, though presumably a full circle originally. The logo ‘LTC’ may
refer to ‘Lawn Tennis Club’ and may refer to a former use of the building or the use as a ‘Labour
Training Centre’. The rear door D2 is also a four panel door, though with flush panels.
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Figure 10: Rear door with ‘LTC’ logo

Sub Floor
The sub floor displays timber bearers and joists including at least one timber stump. However,
most stumps appear to have been replaced by limestone blocks which are not founded in the soil
but rest on the surface. Ant caps are also exist giving evidence of the building’s origin being
Australian.

Interior
The Bungalow interior is a single rectangular room. Doors are symmetrically located on the north
south axis. Internal walls are clad with horizontal beaded timber lining boards, 5 ½” (140mm)
wide, separated from the dado by a moulded top rail. Vertical v-jointed timber panelling clads the
dado to 4 ft, boards are 6” (150mm) wide. Deep skirtings, 8” (200mm) high feature to all walls.
Horizontal lining boards v-jointed. The overall wall thickness is 134mm.

Figure 11: Interior of the Bungalow
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Ceiling
The room features a coved ceiling, with v-jointed lining boards running east-west.

Boards

alternate wide and narrow. An ovolo mould is located at the junction of the walls and coved
ceiling and again to flat ceiling. Ceiling displays two vents, one at the eastern end and the other
at the western end and three cranked tie rods, clustered between vents and central to openings.

Figure 12: Views of the coved ceiling

Floor
Flooring is currently linoleum and three-ply sheeting over butt jointed timber floor boards.

Finishes
The entire interior is paint finished though this is severely deteriorated.

2.2.2 View study
From the street, the Bungalow is noticeable because of steeply pitched red painted corrugated
iron roof and verandah, an atypical roof form in Malta. The skillion verandah projects the
southern, eastern and western sides of the building.

Figure 13: Street view to the ‘Australian
Bungalow’
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2.2.3 The Garden
The Bungalow is set in a garden featuring raised garden beds with stone walls and symmetrical
paths. Stone walls are a traditional element in Malta where there is no spare timber to build
fences. The side paths step down onto the central path, running perpendicular to the Bungalow.
The plant species are mixed and of various ages. Garden beds feature marigolds amongst beds
of mixed floral plantings.
The Conservation Management Plan 20069 notes:
…a number of trees and shrubs on the Bungalow still survive from the 1930s
period. These plants are both (Maltese) native and introduced species. The
Maltese species and the age of these surviving plants has resulted in a protection
order being applied through the Malta Environment and Planning Authority
(MEPA).10
Other plants which have been gradually introduced over the past few years, were
given permission to be removed by MEPA.
The area covered by the order and the extent of original planting remaining is not known.

Figure 14: Views of the garden and the commemorative plaque

9

Australia ICOMOS / Heritage Enterprise. Conservation Management Plan 2006. ‘Australian Bungalow’Malta (Draft). 2.8, p.7-8.
10
Plants which have been protected include: 3 White Mulberry Trees, Morus alba, Maltese: Cawsli, 2
Sandarac Gum/Arar Trees, Tetraclinis articulata, Maltese: Gharghar (Malta's National Tree); 2 Dwarf Fan
Palms, Chamaerops humilis, Maltese: Gummara 2 Common Jujubes, Zizyphus ziziphus, Maltese: Zinzel 1
Bay Laurel Tree, Laurus nobilis, Maltese: Randa, 1 Judas Tree, Cercis siliquastrum, Maltese: Sigra ta' Guda
1 Olive Tree, Olea europaea, Maltese: Sigra taz-Zebbug 1 Holm Oak, Quercus ilex, Maltese: Balluta/Sigra
tal-Gandar
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2.3 Documentary evidence
Very little archival material specifically relates to the ‘Australian Bungalow’ in its current form and
location. The two historic photos of trainee groups appear to be different buildings and are very
different in scale. The ‘Australian Bungalow’ is a different form again. Further research within the
Maltese community might reveal early photos or articles in the Maltese or Maltese Australian
press, but to date there is no archival material other than the brief descriptions included in the
Maltese parliamentary reports.
The main source of documentary evidence has been Australian newspaper reports. A summary
of the Maltese documentary sources, prepared by Samantha Fabry in 2002-2003 is in the
Appendices.

2.4 Oral evidence
Only one source of oral history has been identified and this has proved to be of limited value with
regards to building specific issues. However, the evidence did offer some insight into the process
of training migrants and the administrative processes required for migration.
An advertisement in the national Australian Maltese newspaper, the Maltese Herald, in April
2003, calling for information on the building and participants in migration programs related to the
building failed to garner any results.
Oral histories from former trainees are unlikely to be found due to the age of the trainees and the
period when training was undertaken. Considering the period of investigation around the building
is from the late 1920s to the late 1930s, participants would be well into their ninetieth year, if not
have passed away.
It is highly likely that men trained at the centre did not talk to their families about their time prior to
migration, thus resulting in descendants not being aware of training or education undertaken to
aid migration. This would result in a severing of access to further histories.

2.5 History
2.5.1 Summary History of the Place
The migration by Maltese to other British Colonies was largely a result of the British perception
that the island had limited resources, a view not necessarily held by the resident population.
Although Malta was a British colony, having been taken from Napoleon by Lord Nelson around
1800 to form part of the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, little development of its defences occurred
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for a number of decades. The British believed that the island could not provide enough food to
feed its rapidly increasing population and also victual a British naval outpost. In 1812 a Royal
Commission found that there were simply too many people already living on the island of Malta, if
the island was primarily to be a strategic naval base. A scheme in 1827 to send Maltese to
populate territories in South Africa and South Australia did not eventuate, nor did a similar
scheme for South Australia in 1834, as the British Colonial Office declined to supply the
necessary funds.
Construction of a large naval dock yard commenced on Malta in the 1840s and the naval facilities
continued to be expanded during the nineteenth century.

The numbers of British soldiers

stationed in Malta increased after the Crimean War. The opening of the Suez Canal in 1869
turned Malta into an important staging post on route to many of Britain’s colonies, colonies that
supplied Britain with many of the goods and raw materials that could not be obtained in Great
Britain. The British had long been concerned that the island of Malta could not sustain a naval
base as well as its increasing population. Even before World War I staple foods had to be
imported, the National Archives in Canberra holds papers regarding tenders for the supply of
fresh meat to the Military Authorities in Malta.11 The naval yard employed local tradesmen but the
work was not continuous during peace time.
The impetus for migration to Australia was largely due to two influential Maltese men, the lawyer
and diplomat Gerald Strickland and Doctor Charles Mattei, both of whom understood not only the
opportunities that Australia presented, but also the suitability of the climate. Both men lived and
worked in Australia for many years, having been born in Malta in the 1860s and educated in
Great Britain.

Although Strickland and Mattie spent a large part of their respective careers

working abroad, both maintained a lifetime interest in the welfare of their fellow countrymen. Both
men were also Maltese counts, however Strickland was later also knighted. Strickland’s father
was English and his mother was Maltese but of Italian descent. Mattei’s father was a Maltese
general and his mother was Ukrainian. Both men were also Roman Catholics.
Gerald Strickland, who would later serve as governor of Tasmania, Western Australia and New
South Wales, first visited Australia in 1883 (Figure 15). The Argus reported that:
Count Strickland has been to Queensland to ascertain how the 50 or 60 families
of Maltese, comprising 20 or 30 families who emigrated from Malta to that colony,
are progressing. He thinks that he could send to New South Wales people who
would be very valuable in the colony in cultivating the olive and the orange by a

11

Item Tenders for Supply of Fresh Meat to Military Authorities in Malta, NAA Series A2, 1904/2275
FINAL

26

Australia ICOMOS

‘Australian Bungalow’ in Malta

October 2011

method of culture that would be a great improvement upon that at present
adopted in the colony.12
This initial scheme did not prove successful. The Maltese worked as labourers in the sugar cane
fields but found the conditions harsh. Many remained in Queensland, choosing other occupations
and substantial communities formed in Innisfail and Mackay. These communities remain today.
Further migration to these areas was encouraged in the late 1920s.

Figure 15: Informal portrait of Sir Gerald and Lady
Strickland, their daughers, Sir John Evan, George
Leatham and Ellis Dean taken whilst the Strickland lived in
Tasmania.
(State Archives of Tasmania, PH30-1-2843)

2.5.2 Vincenzo Bugeja & Giovanni Pappaffy
Two schemes were set up to encourage migration from Malta to other colonies.

Vincenzo

Bujega, a Maltese businessman, philanthropist and professional gambler, bequeathed a
substantial amount to charity, including a fund to assist prospective migrants, some of whom
came to Australia. The applicants were required to be
Maltese nationals, male, 17-26 years of age, unmarried, healthy, of good
conduct, able to speak English, Italian or French, with a basic knowledge of
arithmetic and calligraphy, and belonging to the middle class.13

12
13

Argus 26 Jan 1884
www.maltamigration.com/settlement/personalities/bugejavincenzo.shtml
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Bugeja had achieved certain notoriety at Europe’s gambling tables, his habit of donating a large
proportion of his winnings to charity was reported in the Sydney Morning Herald in December
1872, along with a list of the years that he had won large sums, noting
The Press of Malta has been occupied with the various charitable funds which
that gentleman [Bugeja] has set foot in Malta, and to which he has added an
institution for fifty poor girls, with ample endowment for the future. The civil and
ecclesiastical authorities of the island are equally explicit in their recognition of
the beneficial liberality of this gentleman, the Governor and the Archbishop
equally testifying to the value of the institutions he has founded on the island, and
equally holding him up as “a model to all those on whom great riches have been
bestowed by Providence”.14
Marquis Bugeja was assisted in his charitable works by his Neapolitan-born wife Anne (née
Darbois). The couple did not have any children.

During his lifetime, Bugeja funded the

‘conservatoire for the female orphans of destitute nobles’ and received awards from the Pope and
Queen Victoria. He died in 1890 having bequeathed funds for a trade school for boys (later San
Filippo Neri) as well as the migration fund. The exact name of the fund is unknown. By 1912, the
Bugeja funds allocated to assist migration had been exhausted, however men had been sent to a
number of other colonies and the dominions including Canada and Australia.
A second migration fund was set up by Giovanni Di Nicolo Pappaffy, a Greek wheat merchant
who had migrated to Malta during the Napoleonic Wars. The Pappaffy fund likewise had strict
conditions:
Maltese nationals, male, single, aged between 18-24 years. They had to be fluent
in two of the following languages: English, French, or Greek, and had to have
some knowledge or arithmetic and calligraphy. Moreover, they had to show that
they had no other means of obtaining financial help.15
The Pappaffy Fund assisted migrants from the 1890s until the 1950s. The exact name of this
fund is also unknown. The majority of the inhabitants of Malta did not have the required level of
education, and in particular were not bilingual.

14
15

SMH 9 December 1872
www.maltamigration.com/settlement/personalities/pappaffygiovanni.shtml
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2.5.3 Dr Charles Mattei
After obtaining his medical qualifications, the Maltese-born doctor Dr Charles Mattei worked at St
Thomas Hospital in London and then at a hospital in Alexandria, Egypt.

Following this, he

obtained the combined position of Medical Officer and Magistrate in Kalgoorlie, Western
Australia. The Mattei family had business interests in Tasmania. Charles Mattei was in Hobart in
1901 when he enlisted in the Tasmanian Defence Forces so that he could serve in the Boer War.
From 1906 until 1912, he served as Government Medical Officer in Malta and as secretary of the
Malta Emigration Committee. The committee arranged for migrants to go to America and actively
investigated other countries that might be suitable. The chair of the committee was the Britishborn commander of the Royal Artillery, Sir Harry Barron. Barron served in Malta from 1904-08
and was then appointed Governor of Tasmania (1909-1913) and then the Governor of Western
Australia from 1917. In these two positions, he succeeded the Maltese-born governor Gerald
Strickland. In 1910, the committee sought information on the suitability of Argentina, Canada,
Cyprus, the Transvaal, Chile and British Honduras as destinations for Maltese migrants. In 1912,
information was requested regarding the Northern Territory. The request remains on file in the
National Archives.16 A circular was issued to all the Australian State premiers in 1912 regarding
Maltese migration.17
Dr Mattei travelled to Canada to see what the conditions were like. The previous year Professor
Manche had advised against both Australia and Canada, the former was too English and the
latter too cold.18 During his time in Malta Mattei helped a large number of migrants however the
majority of these went to the west coast of America or to Canada.
Mattei maintained an interest in Australia, accepting the position of Medical Officer in North
Queensland in 1914.
Dr Charles Mattei has been appointed Medical Inspector for North Queensland in
succession to Dr Booth-Clarkson, resigned. Dr Mattei qualified in Edinburgh and
studied public health work at University College, London.

He practised in

England, Egypt and Western Australia and for the last six years has been in the
Crown Colonial Service as the Medical Officer of Health to the Government of
Malta.19

16

Request for information on Northern Territory be sent to Malta, NAA Series A1, Item 1912/10975, held in
Canberra
17
Circular to the Premiers of the States dated 19/6/12., transmitting copy of a letter received from De Mattei
and Sullivan of Malta, in connection with the immigration of Maltese to the Commonwealth
18
http://www.maltamigration.com/history/earlymigration1.shtml
19
Brisbane Courier 20 Feb 1914
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Dr Mattei did not remain in the position for long, re-enlisting with the AIF when the war broke out.
He served in Greece, Egypt, France and Flanders, initially treating patients from Gallipoli (Figure
16). Part of the reason that Mattei was so respected in Australia was due to his working in
treating wounded ANZACs during the Boer War and the Great War. The Lord Mayor of Brisbane
had noted that ‘he was well known to the Australian ‘Digger’.20 The Brisbane ‘Courier Mail’ noted:
Major Mattei came to Australia first in 1892 and was one of the pioneer medical
practitioners on the Kalgoorlie goldfield.

Then he was appointed Resident

Magistrate and Government Medical Officer at Wyndham. With his brother, he
was interested in a number of industrial enterprises in Tasmania, including the
first electric trams in Australia and Tasmania – those of Hobart – and the Mt
Zeehan silver mines. He gave five years of able duty in the British Colonial
Medical Service of Malta, and was specially deputed by the British Government
to make official visits to the United States and Canada, including an investigation
of the report on Maltese migration to British Columbia. He has a splendid war
record. In the South African war he served with the Tasmanian Bushmen, and as
Lieutenant-Colonel, was with the Australian Imperial Force from 1914 to 1919.
He served at Mudros, and on Gallipoli, and then with the troops in France.21

Figure 16: Dr Charles Mattei (back row, second
from left). Photographed at the No. 1 Australian
Stationary Hospital
(Melbourne Argus, 2 December 1915)

Mattei had worked in the temporary tent hospitals that were erected in the Greek Islands and the
more permanent (stationery) hospitals established in Egypt.

Existing hospitals were full to

capacity so the ANZACs used any other buildings that were available including schools and halls.

20
21

The Brisbane Courier Mail 28 October 1933
The Courier Mail, Friday 27 October 1933, p. 15
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Some buildings appear to have been specifically erected, as photographs survive of a
weatherboard ANZAC ward at the English Army Barracks at Abbassia near Cairo (Figure 17).
Malta became one of the staging posts for repatriating the wounded from Gallipoli to England and
from there, back to Australia or New Zealand. The ANZACs utilised the recently completed
British military hospital at Mtarfa and hospital ships (Figure 18).

Figure 17: Abbassia, Egypt, June 1915, Anzac
Ward at No 4 Australian Auxilliary Hospital
(AWM CO3565)

Figure 18: Australian General Hospital No. 3 on
Malta, circa 1915
The buildings on the hill are the recently completed
Mtarfa Royal Naval Hospital
Built by the British, the hospital was temporarily
utilised as an Australian Hospital in 1915.
(AWM P05382.017)

A recreation hall was built by the Australian Red Cross in 1915 near St Andrews Barracks and the
naval hospital. The building survives but is in ruins after a fire. It was not however built of timber,
but is masonry and is more typically Maltese in character (Figure 19).
Dr Mattei had returned Queensland after the war and settled at New Farm, Brisbane. His reason
for returning to Australia in 1919 may have been that he was to be married for the second time;
his new wife was the war widow Mrs Mary Foster, a wartime journalist from Western Australia.
Following the war Mrs Foster continued to be active in assisting other war widows and was the
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“secretary and originator of the Soldier’s Children Scholarship Fund” originally established in
Perth.22 The nationality or fate of his first wife Mary McKay is unknown.

Figure 19: Australia Hall as it appeared in 1915. The hall was built as a recreation hall with
funds provided by the Australian Red Cross.
(http://waynesworld33.tripod.com/malta/Facade_of_Australia_Hall_as_built.jpg)

Circa 1924, Dr Mattei was appointed Medical Superintendent of the Rosemount Repatriation
Hospital in Brisbane, a position that he held for 5 years (Figure 20). He continued to work in
Australia until his death in Mosman, Sydney in 1939. Mrs Forster Mattei died in 1942.

Figure 20: Rosemount Repatriation Hospital, Windsor, Queensland
As it appeared in 1918 (AWM H02257)

22

Obituary Mrs Foster Mattei, Western Australian 3 March 1942
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2.5.4 The Stricklands
By 1918, the Stricklands had returned to Malta, however Lady Edeline Strickland died shortly
after. Gerald Strickland had served as Governor of Tasmania from 1907, then Western Australia
and then NSW. He finished his term in NSW in 1917 and returned to Malta. He and his wife
were very popular and as a memorial two hospitals set up in substantial marine villas between
Rose Bay and Nielsen Bay: Strickland House (formerly Carrara) and the Lady Edeline Hospital
for Mothers and Babies (Greycliffe House). Edeline Strickland died in Malta in February 1919
aged 49 and Strickland married again. In 1919, the British allowed Malta to set up a parliament,
which did not take place until 1921. Strickland served as the minister for Valletta, becoming the
Premier in 1927.

Once he became Premier he began not only to encourage migration to

Australia, but he also sought to improve agricultural practices in Malta. Strickland remained loyal
to Britain, and he attempted to lessen the influence of the Roman Catholic Church in government.
An attempt was made to assassinate him, however this failed. He also served in the English
Parliament from 1924.

2.6.5 Migrate or Starve
Strickland encouraged migration to Australia, particularly to the two areas where Dr Mattei had
worked: Western Australia and Queensland. Dr Mattei had returned Queensland after the war
and settled at New Farm, Brisbane.
The Maltese Emigration Committee had been suspended during the war years, but was
resurrected in 1919 and an Emigration Bureau established that offered literacy tests, health
certificates and assistance with obtaining visas. The major problem experienced by the Bureau
was adult literacy. Although the island was an English colony many of the inhabitants could not
speak English, it had been ‘estimated that approximately half of the adult population of Malta
during the 1920s was unable to read and write English’.23 The language was primarily used by
the British for administering the colony. Both Australia and America required the prospective
migrants undertake a literacy test to prove their competence in the English language.

The

previous migration funds had not been restricted to English speakers however the rule requiring
that migrants to Australia speak English had been in force since before World War I.
By 1928, a dedicated migrant training centre had been established within the existing trade
training school that had been established using funds from Bugeja’s bequest. Bugeja had funded
an orphanage (now the Conservatorio Vincenzo Bugeja) in Triq il-Kbira San Ġuzepp in Hamrun,

23

Samantha Fabry, Brief on the ‘Australian Bungalow’ situated on the Government Experiment Farm,
Ghammieri, Malta p. 3
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Malta (Figure 21). Following his death a new orphanage and associated trade training school
(Instituto Tecnico Bugeia [Bugeja]) was built nearby in 1903-04, in the same street.

Figure 21: Postcard view of the Conservatorio in
Hamrun funded by Vicenzo Bugeja
(www6.worldisround.com/photos/29/266/563.jpg)

In April 1928, the Western Australian reported:
Messrs. R. S. Sampson and C. G. Latham, M's. L.A., of Western Australia, and
Mr. O'Keefe, disembarked from the Largs Bay and stayed five days at Malta.
They visited the Government emigration office, interviewed several intending
migrants to Australia and examined the careful system followed in passing
migrants. The medical officer explained that strict medical standards were
enforced prior to departure, emphasising that only the fittest persons were,
allowed to emigrate. The visitors also inspected the training schools, where they
saw one hundred boys and girls working and drilling. They found that many of
them had fathers and mothers in Australia whom they were to join.
This article indicates that there was more than one training school operating in 1928. An undated
photograph shows a group of men constructing a two storey timber frame building within a hall.
This does not appear to be the same building as the current bungalow (Figure 22).
A report on Maltese Migration in Australia appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald in February
1928
A vigorous defence of the Maltese as a desirable migrant is made in the last
annual report of the Superintendent of Emigration in Malta to the Minister for
Migration (Professor Bartolo). In outlining a scheme preparing young Maltese
prior to emigrating overseas, the report states that, from the point of view of
physique, moral character and trade ability, the Maltese was in every way the
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best emigration material that was at present leaving any country. “It is the cream
of the land” the reports states, “each man being selected out of hundreds of
applicants anxiously seeking well-paid work, men comparable to the pioneers of
early days.”… As well as indicating the precautions taken to ensure that only the
fit and able-bodied men are allowed to migrate, the report outlines the efforts that
are being made by the Maltese emigration department to fit migrants for
settlement overseas and emphasises the need for educating and training them in
technical and artisan occupations.24

Figure 22: View showing trainees working on a two
storey timber framed building within a hall. This view
originally appeared in the Times of Malta.
(Sourced from Samantha Fabry)

Sir Augustus Bartolo was the founder of the Maltese Chronicle and he had travelled widely,
attending press conferences in Great Britain, Canada, and Australia between 1909 and his death
in 1937.
In April 1928, the Western Australian had reported that
Lord Strickland, Premier of Malta, stated in the Maltese Parliament recently that
Maltese who migrated to Australia consistently sent sums home to assist

24

SMH 3 February 1928
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relatives to migrate, the sums averaging nearly 1,000 pounds daily. He added
that migration was essential in view of the undiminishing increase in population.25
The Migrants Training Centre taught prospective migrants a range of necessary subjects
including colloquial English, the construction of buildings and practical building skills including
carpentry, bricklaying, reinforced concrete and scaffolding, garden fencing and general
knowledge (Figure 23). The cost of opening the Migrant’s Training Centre amounted to 1,389
pounds 19 shillings 1 p. By 1929, there were 25 technical evening classes and day classes being
conducted in the Elementary Schools with an average attendance of 1,293 pupils.26 This was a
considerable number of students. The percentage of students who then migrated is unknown.

Figure 23: View showing trainees working on a labelled
single storey timber framed building within a hall. This
view originally appeared in the Times of Malta.
(Sourced from Samantha Fabry)

Maltese born Captain Curmi, also a veteran of Gallipoli had been put in charge of the migrant
training program, but he did not remain in this role for long. In 1929, he obtained a position
assisting Maltese migrants in Australia.
Whilst in London in July 1929 the Prime Minister of Malta (Lord Strickland), in the
course of an interview with a representative of the "Daily Telegraph," before his
return to Malta, said that Malta at present produces food for about three months
of the year. If the fleet left a large number of the population would have to
emigrate or starve. Every effort was being made by the present pro-British
Government to encourage emigration to Australia and America. Already tens,
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Western Australia, 12 April 1928
Samantha Fabry, Brief on the ‘Australian Bungalow’ situated on the Government Experiment Farm,
Ghammieri, Malta quoting figures from the Blue Book, 1929 Malta Section 17 page 4
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probably hundreds, of thousands of pounds flow back to Malta every year from
wages earned in Australia and the United States.27
Once the process began, other family members often also made the journey.

2.5.6 The Parnis Brothers
Charles George Parnis and his brother Joseph, to a lesser extent, were involved with assisting
Maltese migrants assimilate to their new lives as farmers in Australia. Charles Parnis is better
known for initiating various publications and partnering with Dr Charles Mattei who both shared a
vision for a national Maltese-Australia association.
Parnis immigrated to Sydney, New South Wales, in 1925 at 28 years of age. He was interpreter
and adviser to the Maltese community in market-gardening and poultry, having been an instructor
to prospective migrants, and had been in Canada in 1922.28 In 1929, Parnis published a sixtypage bi-lingual quarterly entitled Maltese and English and Maltese Educational Publications.
Between May 1929 and May 1930, he published five issues and included advertisements from
agricultural suppliers as well as technical advice to Maltese farmers in western Sydney. The
magazine was the first multi-paged Maltese publication in Australia, and firmly established Parnis
as a community leader.29
In 1931, he set up The Maltese Farmers and Settlers Association in western Sydney, with Mattei
as president, which proved successful for a time.

They held their first annual exhibition of

Maltese-grown primary produce in Fairfield in 1932 and Parnis claimed that Maltese marketgardeners were supplying the Sydney market with 30 per cent of its produce.30
Also in 1931, Parnis edited the Voice of the Maltese in Australia and the Farmers’ Advocate
Weekly (Il Vuci Malti fil Australia), with the assistance of his brother and again with Mattei as
president, the same year that John Albany published and edited the bi-lingual Maltese Advocate,
specifically for the Queensland Maltese. Though Parnis claimed the Voice as being the ‘official
organ of the Maltese in Australasia’, the Advocate claimed ‘official Organ of the Maltese
Community in Queensland’.31

Both ceased publication in 1932 and were outshone by the

27

Brisbane Courier 5 July 1929
Albert W. Agius, Maltese Settlement in Australia: building a community, The Farsons Foundation, c2001,
pg. 20-21.
29
Barry York, Empire and Race: the Maltese in Australia 1881-1949, New South Wales University Press,
1990, pg. 167. Spiro Sceriha followed with a booklet titled The Maltese Colonist: Useful Hints and
Information for Intending Immigrants in the early 1930s in cooperation with the Queensland Agriculture
Department.
30
Ibid., pg. 160.
31
Ibid., pg. 167.
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Australian-Maltese (Il-Malti-Awstraljan) published by the Australian-Maltese Newspaper Company
in 1935.
Newspaper articles report Parnis seeking acreage for farming experiments and operating an
‘experimental and training farm’ at Wynnum32, however, no other evidence confirms its existence.
Parnis claimed to have introduced the Cicer arietinum, or chick-pea as it is commonly known, and
after unsuccessful experiments in 1930, found the seed acclimatized over three years and would
prove to be valuable animal fodder. Then, in 1935, he made claims to be experimenting with a
spike-less species of cactus, again for stock fodder, which was especially suited to Australia’s dry
regions.33 Apparently, he introduced the species to New South Wales ten years prior, however
no reports were found.

2.5.7 Australian Government Suggestions for Migrants
A pamphlet entitled Some Notes and Suggestions For All Those Who Are Migrating to Australia
was produced in 1929 by the Department of Labour under the Authority of the Minister of Labour.
The pamphlet was written by men who had been living and working in Australia. Instructions
were given on how to behave and the information that the prospective migrants should make
themselves familiar with before their departure (in addition to learning English):
The various crafts and related jobs
Legislation governing every craft
Trade Union regulations
Days worked per year
“Part Time” Work
Wages and related regulations
Permits for trades and crafts
Tools and practices of the various trades and crafts
How to get a job and the process of employment
The ‘bad practice’ of certain contractors and employees
Manners and behaviour

32
The Brisbane Courier, Queensland: Wednesday, 26 October 1932, pg. 6 and Saturday, 4 February 1933,
pg. 5; Cairns Post, Queensland, Friday, 10 February 1933, pg. 10; Western Mail, Perth, Thursday, 2 March
1933, pg. 25.
33
The Courier Mail, Brisbane, Monday, 26 August 1935, pg. 19 and The Queenslander, Brisbane, Thursday,
5 September 1935, pg. 14.
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Clothing and tools.34
The publication, which was written in Maltese, noted that there were already some 5,000 Maltese
in Australia.

2.5.8 High Commissioners
In 1928 the former Agent General for Western Australia, James Connolly, was invited to
inaugurate the Maltese High Commissionership in London. The chief object of
Lord Strickland is to encourage, if possible, the migration of Maltese to the
Northern Territory and the North-West of Australia.35
On a visit to Malta, Connolly visited the migrant training school that he considered “the best
established example for Emigrants he has ever encountered”.36
In 1929, Captain Curmi was appointed to the position of High Commissioner for Malta in Australia
(Figure 24). His departure from Malta was recorded in the Australian press, along with an article
discussing the alleged neglect of their parents by some of the Maltese migrants.37 The article
notes that there were 5,000 Maltese in Australia and only 63 complaints had been received.
It is a valuable commentary on official discouragement of migration in Australian
cities that 95 per cent of the complaints relate to city dwellers.38
It was found that the complaints were mostly due to ‘questionable behaviour of the home
families’. The inference being that the migrants had made the decision to leave the country in
order to escape a restrictive or difficult home life. Curmi travelled to Queensland, Melbourne and
Perth during which time he became ill, necessitating his return to Malta for health reasons.

He

was replaced by Mr Henry William Potts however, Curmi returned to Australia in 1936, eventually
settling in Melbourne where he remained for the remainder of his career. Mr Potts was not long
in the post when he died on 10th February 1931 whilst visiting the Maltese community in Innisfail.

34

Extract from the Maltese Department of Education publication describing the Migrant Training Centre, May
1919 quoted in Samantha Fabry, Brief on the ‘Australian Bungalow’ situation on the Government
Experimental Farm, Ghammieri, Malta, 2002-03 p.5
35
Melbourne Argus 26 Jan 1928
36
Extract from the Maltese Department of Education publication describing the Migrant Training Centre, May
1919 quoted in Samantha Fabry, Brief on the ‘Australian Bungalow’ situation on the Government
Experimental Farm, Ghammieri, Malta, 2002-03 p.5
37
Maltese Migrants, Neglectful of Parents, Hobart Mercury 14 March 1929
38
Hobart Mercury, 14 March 1929
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Figure 24: Captain Henry Curmi, the High
Commissioner for Malta
(AWM 138725)

2.5.9 Awake Malta or the Hard Lesson of Emigration
A further pamphlet outlining some of the difficulties encountered by migrants in Australia was
published in 1930 and its conclusions were reported in the Australian press.
Awake Malta, or the Hard Lesson of Emigration is the title of a booklet by Mr
Henry Casolani, I.S.O., M.B.E, later superintendent of Emigration in Malta. The
author sets forth his ideas on the bearing of emigration on Malta’s economic and
social problems and difficulties and misunderstandings which Maltese emigration
has had to encounter since the war in some of the British dominions and
elsewhere. In the introduction to the booklet, Mr. L. S. Avery M.P., states that
these difficulties have been overcome largely through Mr. Casolani’s efforts to
ensure that only those should be encouraged to emigrate who were in physique,
temperament, linguistic and technical qualifications calculated to make desirable
citizens. “His comments prompt the reflection that emigration is like any other
export trade- successful only when the exporting country can produce an article
which is in real demand” adds Mr. Amery.39
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In January 1930, Strickland invited Mr Potts to Malta to advise on the agricultural and livestock
conditions, and the establishment of an experiment farm. Potts was then the former head of the
Hawkesbury Agricultural College and author of the popular Australian agricultural textbook known
by students as Potts on Pigs40.

He was also editor of the Australian Cotton Journal, the

Hawkesbury Agricultural College Journal and edited the first journal of agriculture for the Victorian
Government.

Potts had previously been running a training school in Norfolk, England, for men

intending to migrate to Australia. Strickland had probably met Potts when he was in New South
Wales. Potts was invited to stay with the Strickland family and he had taken his wife and
daughters to Malta with him.
Speaking of his Malta observations, Mr. Potts said yesterday that the islanders
were the most hard-working, industrious and patient farmers he had ever met.
They were honest and diligent and he considered that they would make ideal
farmers for Australia. Last year the Maltese crop was 46,000 bushels of wheat as
well as a large amount of a native cereal called euka, which yielded large
quantities of hay and fodder. Lord Strickland, as Premier of Malta, was very keen
to enlarge the agricultural pursuits of the island and he was solidly backed by the
Government which had decided to send two young Maltese farmers to the
Hawkesbury College to study Australian conditions. While in Malta Mr. Potts was
appointed Australian Commissioner for the island in succession to Captain
Churman [Curmi], who will shortly relinquish that office. Having been retired from
the college ten years ago on account of having reached, the retiring age, Mr.
Potts spent five years in England in charge of Lindford Hall College, in Norfolk.
The hall was founded as a farm-training school for University graduates with
capital, by the late Mr. R. Tilden-Smith (the well-known financier) with the ultimate
object of fostering the migration of skilled farmers. Two years ago it was burned
down and the scheme was stopped. The estate is now being conducted as a pig
stud farm.41
The Maltese government had invited representatives from NSW and Great Britain, to advise on
the functioning of the Experiment Farm.

Mr Potts spent a considerable amount of time

investigating agriculture in Malta, visiting numerous farms.
After spending a five week thorough tour of the islands of Malta and Gozo, his
impression was of admiration for the farming community. “Of Malta’s population

41
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of 350,000, the bulk consists of small farmers, orchardists and poultrymen,” said
Mr Potts. “Despite the fact that the soil is calcareous – and remarkably poor, with
rocks close to the surface these industrious farmers secure an average wheat
yield as high as 30 bushels to the acre, through sheer hard work. They use the
mediaeval wooden plough and oxen, and thresh the grain with a flail. Their live
stock is largely of poor quality, leaving vast room for improvement.”
Mr Potts explained that, owing to the absence of interested wealthy landlords the
usual stimulus to high grade breeding by the continuous introduction of pure
breed stock had been neglected. In British dominions, it was a recognised policy
for Governments to take the place of well-to-do landowners by establishing stud
and experimental farms.

On his recommendation, therefore an experimental

farm and training school had been established at Malta.
It was a tribute to the world-wide fame of the Hawkesbury Agricultural College
said Mr Potts, that it was the intention of the Maltese authorities to send two
educated young Maltese to study for three years at Hawkesbury, obtain their
diplomas and return to their native land to act as pioneers of improved methods
of agriculture and the introduction of a better type of livestock.

In sending

representatives to study at Hawkesbury, the Maltese were following the examples
of the Boers, Fijians and Maoris.42

2.5.10 Government Experimental Farm, Ghammieri (Tal Hammieri)
Following World War I the Department of Agriculture in Malta considered that experimental
investigations should be undertaken, in addition to the general supervision of the public gardens
and plantations.43 The first site chosen for the Experimental Farm proved to have poor soil
quality and in 1923, the Department of Agriculture recommended that the farm be moved to a site
at Tal Hammieri (or Ghammieri). The farm does not appear initially to have had a training role.
An initial scheme was put forward to send 100 Maltese families to grow cotton in Western
Australia. Gerald Strickland, who was then leader of the opposition, was consulted, however it
was not until Strickland became Prime Minister that a scheme for migration to rural Australia was
implemented.

42

SMH 29 March 1930
Extract from Stockdale, F. A. Report on the Present Condition of Agriculture in the Maltese Islands,
[Maltese} Government Printing Office, 1934 quoted in Samantha Fabry, Brief on the ‘Australian Bungalow’
situation on the Government Experimental Farm, Ghammieri, Malta, 2002-03 p. 7
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Strickland, who was aware the series of Experiment Farms in NSW, sought to improve agriculture
in Malta. Strickland’s two daughters established a poultry farm on Malta with the aim of improving
the laying capacity of the islands hens by cross breeding. Miss Strickland visited a government
run poultry stud farm in NSW and selected suitable leghorn fowls to send to Malta. Her visit was
reported in the Adelaide press in December 1931.44 The farm in question may have been the
Government Poultry Farm at Seven Hills, (formerly the Grantham Poultry Stud and later the
Poultry Experimental Farm and the Seven Hills Agricultural Station).

The poultry farm had

commenced in 1906 and by 1923 was state run (Figure 25).

Figure 25: The Managers Residence at the State
Poultry Farm, Grantham
(ML GPO 1)

Fowls For Malta And Reunion Island
Australian fowls are to be used for the breeding of better layers at Malta and
Reunion Island. A shipment for Malta is being taken by the Aberdeen and
Commonwealth liner Moreton Bay and a number for Reunion Island, a lonely little
French possession in the Southern Ocean, by the Japanese steamer - Yoshida
Maru.

Both vessels were at Port Adelaide yesterday. The birds for Malta,

comprising seven White Leghorn hens, were specially selected at the
Government stud farm in New South Wales by Miss Strickland, a daughter of Sir
Gerald Strickland, the Governor of the island. Miss Strickland is interested in the
breeding of fowls, and with a sister as partner, conducts a poultry farm at Malta.
She will use the birds to improve the egg-producing flocks of the island. The
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Yoshida Maru will call at Reunion Island on the way to England to land the birds
consigned there. They are being sent by a private poultry owner in Victoria.45
In 1930, Strickland invited the former head of the Hawkesbury Agricultural College and author of
the popular Australian agricultural textbook known by students as Potts on Pigs, Mr Henry William
Potts, to Malta to advise on the establishment of an experimental farm. Potts had previously
been running a training school for men intending to migrate to Australia in Norfolk, England.
Strickland had probably met Potts when he was NSW. Potts was invited to stay with the
Strickland family and he had taken his wife and daughters to Malta with him.
The Maltese government had invited representatives from NSW and Great Britain to advise on
the functioning of the Experiment Farm.

2.5.12 The Origin of the Name
The documentary evidence indicates that the ‘Australian Bungalow’ was historically described as
being a ‘wooden house on the Australian plan’ or the ‘Australian model house’ or the ‘Australian
house’; it was also described as being a ‘bungalow’, however these terms appear to be largely a
description rather than an actual name.

Further research in the Maltese and the Maltese-

Australian press may reveal the name used in the 1930s.
In the late nineteenth century, the term ‘bungalow’ was used to mean a cottage, generally with a
verandah, in the countryside. The term had its origins in India, where it came to be used widely
by the British. What in Australia would have been called a ‘Government Cottage’ (i.e. an official
residence) was called a ‘Government Bungalow’. The term bungalow was adopted by English
architects in the 1880s and the term was often used by the architects of the Arts and Crafts
Movement to describe a single storey country residence.
In contrast, the Californian Bungalow is a type of residence built in speculative suburban housing
estates. Its origins are also rooted in the Arts and Crafts Movement, where Japanese motifs were
combined with the ideals of William Morris by Californian designers. The ‘‘Australian Bungalow’’
in Malta does not have any of the characteristic design elements of this later form of bungalow.
Contemporary model housing recommended for farms in Queensland in the late 1920s was
however of the Californian type.

45

Adelaide Advertiser 1 December 1931

FINAL

44

Australia ICOMOS

‘Australian Bungalow’ in Malta

October 2011

The ‘Australian Bungalow’ falls within the tradition of the use of the word ‘bungalow’ to describe a
colonial building erected to serve as accommodation on a plantation or farm. If the name is a
historic one, the term was probably initially applied by those who had served in the colonial public
service.
The term ‘government bungalow’ continued to be used well into the twentieth century to describe
smaller official residences in places like Lord Howe Island, New Guinea and Penang. A second
use of the term was for a government owned guesthouse. The term bungalow is also currently
still used to describe real estate in Malta.

2.5.13 The ‘Australian Bungalow’
The exact source of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ used by the trainees in Malta has not been
determined. The building is believed to have been shipped in pieces from Australia but no record
of the shipment has been found. The timber residence was intended to be a practical teaching
aid. It was erected as an example to show students how timber buildings were constructed and to
serve as an indication of the standard of residence that migrants could expect to live in. The 1930
Official Report of Maltese Parliamentary Debates noted that:
Since the opening of the Migrants Training Centre at Hamrun only one wooden
bungalow was erected (still unfinished), as the aim in training is not much to build
huts as to demonstrate how it should be done. Very often for economy’s sake a
hut which was half built during a course is pulled down again and re-erected by
trainees at the next course with the very same material.46
Timber was in short supply on Malta, which is why the materials were re-used in successive
courses. It has not been determined how many times the bungalow was fully or partially erected
and dismantled, however photographs show that, from early 1928 until 1930, a house was
erected inside the Instituto Tecnico Bugeja and at the Experimental Farm, but not of the same
form as the ‘Australian Bungalow’ (see Figures 22 and 23 above for comparison).
In 1931 during a visit to Queensland by the Commissioner for Malta it was reported that:
For the past ten years the Government of Malta has followed a policy of
restricting emigration to men who showed an aptitude for a pioneering life, and
with the same end in view has lately engaged a Maltese who has had 12 years’
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Extract from Parliamentary Debates Official Reports, 3rd Parliament of Malta 18-19 George V, Legislative
Assembly, Government Printing Offices, Vol 20 1930 quoted in Samantha Fabry, Brief on the Australian
Bungalow situation on the Government Experimental Farm, Ghammieri, Malta, 2002-03 p. 9
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experience in Australia as an instructor at an experimental farm near Valletta in
Malta.47
It would appear that Potts was instrumental in choosing a Maltese man, who had been working in
agriculture for many years in Australia, to manage the Experiment Farm. In 1932-33, a further
report on the bungalow appeared in the Parliamentary Papers.
When the Training Centre was transferred from the Instituto Tecnico Bugeja to
Tal Hammieri a portion of the land adjoining that of the Experimental Farm was
allotted to the centre…the emigrants under instruction at the Instituto Tecnico
Bugeja had built in one of the large rooms a wooden house on the Australian plan
and when the Centre was moved to Tal Hammieri this house had to be erected in
the open as there was no room for it indoors. This Australian building was used
as a showroom for Australian photographs, implements, literature etc. and the
trainees had full use of it.

While the roof of the large classroom was being

reconstructed and other repairs were being carried out last winter the officer in
charge of the Training Centre moved temporarily into this Australian model
house…Around the Australian house a small garden was laid out this was
necessary on account of the way it was built, on piles driven into the ground, also
in order to give a more complete idea of the Australian atmosphere…With the
exception of a small plot of ground in front of the newly constructed wooden
bungalow, which is laid out as flower beds, and a small strip of land cultivated by
the watchman, as a vegetable garden, the land has never been tilled.48
Stylistically the building appears to date from well before 1920 but was probably not shipped to
Malta until the late 1920s. No records of the shipment have yet been located. The form and the
relatively steep pitch of the roof are similar to other homesteads on sugar plantations, and it is
likely that the building came from Queensland rather than NSW. The ‘Australian Bungalow’ does
not have any similarities with the staff housing built by NSW Department of Agriculture at
Experiment Farms across NSW from 1902 until 1914. Comparative examples are described in
more detail in a subsequent section. Further research may reveal the name of the Maltese man
who worked in Australia before returning to teach at the Experiment Farm in 1931. It would have
been necessary to import a carpentry teacher from abroad as in Malta timber was used for boat
building and joinery, including the typical enclosed balconies, but was not used to construct
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Brisbane Courier 14 May 1931
Extract from Parliamentary Debates Official Reports, 3rd Parliament of Malta 18-19 George V, Legislative
Assembly, Government Printing Offices, Vol 28 1932 quoted in Samantha Fabry, Brief on the Australian
Bungalow situation on the Government Experimental Farm, Ghammieri, Malta, 2002-03 p. 9
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residential buildings. It is also not known if any of the translated books on Queensland agriculture
or typical farm implements survive.

2.5.15 Translating Queensland Government Literature
In 1932, a decision was made to translate books on Queensland agricultural into Maltese.

A

Chief Maltese Agricultural Instructor was appointed, Mr C. G Parnis
With the object of translating Queensland Government literature on Agriculture
into Maltese and thereby assisting the farmers of that nationality who are farming
in various parts of Queensland, the Chief Maltese Agricultural Inspector (Mr C. G.
Parnis) arrived in Brisbane yesterday from the South.
Books on various phases of agriculture, written in English, and including
instructions on the production of sugar, cotton, fruit, tobacco and high class cattle
and pigs will be translated into Maltese by Mr Parnis and will be distributed free to
the Maltese farmers in the state who number about 5,000. The books will also be
available at the farm training centre in Malta.
Mr Parnis, who is a native of Malta and 28 years of age spent some time as an
agriculturalist in Canada before coming to New South Wales in 1925. He is the
president of the Maltese Farmers and Settlers Association of Australia.49
Charles George Parnis had already published a booklet of advice for Maltese market gardeners,
poultry farmers and sugar farmers in 1929 entitled Cotha ta Tghalim Bi Malta, part of the Maltese
Educational Publications published in Brisbane.

A copy survives in the National Library of

Australia.

2.5.16 The Australian-Maltese Association
Strong links between Queensland and Malta continued during the 1930s. In 1933, the Lord
Mayor of Brisbane, the Archbishop and the Minister for Education welcomed Dr Charles Mattei’s
attempts to form an Australian-Maltese association. Canon Garland noted that:
The Maltese had been criticised because some of them could not speak English,
but he felt that such criticism was only from a certain section of the community
which had not travelled and did not represent the true spirit of the British Empire.
The Maltese were eminently suited for the land and he had heard that morning
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that the largest individual sugar farm in the state [Queensland] was owned by a
Maltese who had come to the State with very little money. His success said a
good deal for the industry of the Maltese.50
The Cairns Post noted that:
At the invitation of between 3,000 and 4,000 Maltese in Australia Major Charles
Mattei arrived by the Largs Bay today for the purpose of founding a Maltese
Australian Association.
Major Mattei, who was a notable Medical figure in the AIF and for five years
medical office in charge of the Rosemount Military Hospital, Brisbane said that
the purpose of the organisation of a Maltese Australian Association was so that
the Maltese would be better understood and appreciated, and their status raised,
so that generally they might obtain their rightful place in the Commonwealth.
Maltese were British subjects and had been so for 120 years. They were very
loyal and deeply British in sentiment.
Major Mattei, who will be accorded a civic welcome, will go north shortly. He
came to Australia in 1892 and was one of the pioneer medical practitioners on
the Kalgoorlie goldfields. He has had a notable career. He was associated with
a number of industrial enterprises in Tasmania and has a splendid war record,
serving in both the South African and Boer Wars.51
On his return, Dr Mattei noted that:
I have taken an interest in Maltese immigration ever since I was helped by a
Committee in Malta to encourage the immigration of Maltese to the British
dominions. I can assure you it is very satisfactory and an honour to me, and to
my friends in Malta to find the result of Maltese immigration in these distant parts
of Queensland…52

50
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The Australian-Maltese Association was described in the press:
MALTESE UNITE
New Australian Association
Maltese throughout Australia are combining in an organisation for their mutual
welfare, and, as a result of a six weeks' tour by Dr. Charles Mattei, accompanied
by Mr. Parnis, editor of the "Maltese Advocate," branches of the Australian
Maltese Farmers and Settlers' Association have been formed in northern sugar
districts.
Dr. Mattel, whose tour was undertaken at the request of citizens of Malta and of
Maltese in Australia, said yesterday that, in all quarters he had been encouraged
to form branches at Bundaberg, Mackay, Ayr, Ingham. Townsville, Babinda,
Innisfail and Cairns, and 98 per cent of the 1500 odd Maltese in the State were
members. The movement was non-political and non-sectarian.
"The majority of the Maltese I met are in employment, they receive good wages,
and there is no grumbling from them," he said. "They are hard working and thrifty,
and it was gratifying to discover that 14 share-holders of the South Johnstone mill
are Maltese." Mr. Paul Zammit of
Bartle Frere, who had been in Australia only 12 years, was one of the tmost
successful sugar farmers in North Queensland.
"The Maltese in Queensland are a peace-loving community," said Dr. Mattel,
"and their 'crime sheet' is particularly free. Sometimes they may make mistakes,
but they are committed in ignorance. The new organisation will strive to heighten
the standard of their education."
Branches of the association are to be formed in other States, and it is hoped that
all the 6000 Maltese in 'Australia will become members. 53
In Malta and in Australia the focus was on encouraging migrants to take up agricultural pursuits.
The training at the Experiment Farm on Malta and in Queensland was part of this push towards
encouraging people to settle in the country and not in the city.

53
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2.5.17 ANZAC and Australia Days
MALTA JOINS IN.
CANBERRA, April 26.

Through the Commissioner for Malta at Innisfail

(Queensland), his Excellency the Governor General has received from the
Governor of Malta (General Sir J. P. Du Cane the following message:— 'The
Maltese Government and people join in the Commonwealth celebrations of the
immortal landing at Anzac, in which Australian Maltese took their part.' The
Governor-General (Sir Isaac Isaacs) has sent the following reply:— 'The
Government, and people of Australia deeply appreciate the message of goodwill
from the Governor and people of Malta in our commemoration of the landing of
the Anzacs.'54
ANZAC day was celebrated on Malta in 1916 and in the 1930s, Australia Day was celebrated.
These guests included Strickland, Curmi and Bartolo and migration was one of the topics
discussed.
Captain Curmi said [that the] Maltese connection with Australia dated back to
1884 when a Maltese colony was planted on the banks of the Burdekin River in
Queensland. There were now 100,000 prosperous Maltese in Queensland and
North-West Australia, and they were bringing out their agricultural relatives to
their new land.55
Captain Curmi returned to Australia in 1936 and worked for many years assisting migrants. He
was based in Melbourne where there was a large Maltese community including many wharf
labourers and quarrymen.

2.5.18 The Maltese Experimental and Training Farm at Wynnum West
In addition to the Experimental Farm on Malta, a Maltese Experimental and Training Farm was
established at Wynnum in Queensland. The farm appears to have been opened by 1932 and
Charles George Parnis was the principal. Joseph Parnis, Charles’ younger brother also migrated
to Australia, arriving in 1932 to take over editing the Voice of Malta from his brother.
Mr Joseph Paranis [Parnis], who is only 22 years of age, arrived on the Barrabool
yesterday, to take up the editorship of the ’Voice of Malta in Australia’, which
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having been established in NSW for some years, is now being published in
Brisbane also, Mr Paranis is joining his brother, Mr Charles G. Paranis [Parnis],
who is chief agricultural instructor to the Maltese residents in Queensland, and
who is organising a training farm for students of agriculture, anticipating that there
will be another 10,000 Maltese immigrants in Australia in the next two or three
years, in rural pursuits.
Mr Joseph Parnis was formerly a member of the literary staff of the ‘Times of Malta’ Lord
Strickland’s newspaper and he came to Australia in a semi-Government capacity, in connection
with immigration. He writes in English, Italian and Maltese and speaks French and Spanish.56 It
was reported in the Western Mail in March 1933 that:
An experimental farm at Wynnum West, a few miles out of Brisbane, has been
established for the training of Maltese agriculturalists in Queensland methods of
production. Experiments recently made there have resulted in the successful
production of the chick pea…57
Mr C. G. Parnis was listed as bring the principal. No illustrations of the establishment have been
located, or its exact location determined. The farm was established for the training of Maltese
agriculturalists in Queensland methods of production. Experiments recently undertaken there
have resulted in the successful production of the chickpea.58
Experiments with growing chickpeas from Malta had begun in Queensland in 1930. Wynnum is
now part of the City of Brisbane but was a small country town when the Maltese farm was
established.

The town had a significant Roman Catholic population and two large convents

dating from 1915 and 1924.
The year of operation of the second Maltese Experiment Farm in Queensland has not yet been
determined.

2.5.19 World War II
The Migrant training centre at Ghammieri ran until 1939, and was probably halted when the war
broke out. Lord Strickland died in 1940, before the siege of Malta began. Malta was a strategic
base for the British in the Mediterranean, as it was the only base held by the allies between
Gibraltar and Alexandria. Malta repeatedly bombed by the Germans (based in North Africa) and
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The Brisbane Courier, 1 November 1932
Western Mail 2 March 1933
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the Italians from 1940 until 1942, who conducted over 3,000 bombing raids (Figure 26). The
outbreak of war had an impact on not only migration, but also on job prospects locally.

The

island was used as a base for sea going vessels and aircraft however; the main Mediterranean
Fleet had been moved to Alexandria in the mid -1930s so that the Suez Canal could also be
protected. The Australian warship, HMAS Nestor served as an escort for supply convoys to
Malta and was scuttled after sustaining severe bomb damage. Empire Training Scheme pilots
from the RAAF were also stationed in Malta, including the well-known ‘Desert Harassers’ (the 450
Squadron), however the men appear to have been accommodated in tents. The ‘Australian
Bungalow’ survived the bombing raids.
During the war the Maltese High Commissioner, Captain Curmi took part in ANZAC day
ceremonies in Melbourne and raised funds to send supplies to Malta during the siege.

Figure 26: Bomb damage in Malta during World War II.
Note the traditional timber enclosed balconies.

2.5.20 Post War Migration
The bulk of the migration from Malta to Australia occurred after World War II and an assisted
migrant scheme was established in 1948. The Experiment Farm at Tal Hammieri continued to
operate as an agricultural training facility and the ‘Australian Bungalow’ was used as a classroom
until 2002. Australia pilots continued to be stationed in Malta during the 1950s, continuing the
links between the ANZACs and Malta that dated back to Gallipoli and World War I.
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2.5.21 Empire Settlement Schemes
Following World War I there was considerable interest in Great Britain in migration to the British
colonies and Dominions, particularly for ex-servicemen.

In 1920, it was proposed that a

conference on Empire settlement be held and the Dominions: Australia, Canada and New
Zealand, were invited to attend. An English Act of Parliament provided for settlement schemes
that included financial assistance for prospective migrants.

In 1921, the Western Australian

government proposed to establish a training centre in England to train agricultural workers that
were in short supply. ‘Time Expired’ soldiers were also to be retrained prior to migrating to the
colonies and a vocational camp was set up at Cattenck, England. A number of these men
migrated to Western Australia.
Many of the men seeking to migrate were unemployed miners and other young men ‘who had
been registering at labour exchanges for so long that they never acquired the habits and
discipline which came from regular work’.59 The Queenslander reported that
It is alleged that at one time the typical British migrant scarcely knew one end of a
cow from another.

This no doubt was an exaggeration, but there was an

underlying truth that, however willing he might be to learn, he sometimes knew
little of farming procedure when he arrived on his first job.
In order to remedy, as far as possible, any deficiencies in this respect, many adult
migrants now receive a preliminary training at Home before they embark for the
Dominions. It, of course, is not possible, in a short course of preliminary training,
to turn these young men into really skilled farm workers. But they are good
material, and experience has shown that it is possible, in a short training period,
to teach them the rudiments of agricultural work, to accustom them to country life,
and to turn them out from the training centre capable of handling horses, of
ploughing and milking…
The British Government established about 2 1/2 years ago, two farm training
centres to give preliminary training to men intending to settle on the land in
Canada and Australia. The scheme was, and still is, frankly of an experimental
nature, and accordingly is strictly limited in its scope.
The Claydon Centre, of 140 acres, which was opened on November 3, 1925,
provides accommodation for 100 settlers, while Brandon Centre, of 726 acres,
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Exporting “people of British stock”: training and emigration policy in inter-war Britain. John Field. Institute
of Education. University of Stirling, Scotland www.ioe.stir.ac.uk/staff/documents/SCUTREA2010paper.pdf
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The cost of

60

centres is borne entirely by the British Government.

The migrant training centres were Barham Hall (Figure 27), Claydon, Suffolk and Weeting Hall in
Brandon (Figure 28). Typically, the British examples utilised existing buildings, Barham Hall was
a disused workhouse that had initially been purchased as a training centre for war veterans.
Weeting Hall, a Georgian country house, had been sold to Thomas Skarratt Hall in the late
1890s. Hall, the former manager of the Queensland National Bank, had made his fortune in
Australia. On his return to England Skarratt Hall purchased a country seat. Following his death,
his family remained in residence until 1917.

The estate was then sold to the Forestry

Commission with the exception of the manor house, which was sold to the Department of Labour.
In 1926, a training centre was established at Weeting Hall to train unemployed men destined for
the colonies. The scheme lasted until 1929, but which time unemployment was rising in both
Australia and Canada. During the war, Weeting Hall was used as a hospital and after the war,
displaced persons were accommodated. No further use could be found so the country house
was demolished in 1954.

Figure 27: Barham Hall
Lost Heritage – A Memorial to the Lost Country Houses
of England

Figure 28: Weeting Hall
Lost Heritage – A Memorial to the Lost Country Houses
of England
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The Dominions governments and the Overseas Settlement Committee determined the syllabuses
at the various training centres. In addition to the permanent complexes, tented centres were set
up to train unemployed miners in forestry work, with the aim of sending them to Canada. Three
of the establishments were in Norfolk and the fourth in Scotland. An under-utilised army training
centre at Catterick was also used for training migrants who had families. These facilities were
partly funded by the Canadian Government. At the migrant training centres
Most of the new arrivals had not done steady work for some time and they were
undernourished. As well as work, the centres offered a protein-rich diet. They
also covered a basic agricultural curriculum, supervised by instructors from
Britain and the Dominions, using tools produced in the Dominions. By 1928,
when the course lasted 12 weeks, the curriculum started with light work until the
men were fit enough for the program of (a) tree felling, ground clearing, fencing
and light carpentry (b) dairy work, including milking and butter- making (c)
handling horses and ploughing and (d) general farming operations. There were
evening classes in basic literacy and life and conditions in Canada and Australia.
Finally the training centres offered the Dominions governments a means of
eliminating the unfit.61
The Australian Government suspended assisted passages for single British men in 1929. The
numbers of English migrants to Australian as part of the Empire Settlement Scheme had
declined considerably between 1925 and 1926, whilst the migrants to Canada had increased.62

2.5.22 Australian Farm Training School
A specialised Australian Farm Training School was also set up in England in 1926 that was
largely funded by a wealthy Australian-born financier Richard Tilden Smith. The Smith family had
settled in the Hunter Valley in the 1850s where Richard was born and later moved to Parramatta.
His wife was also an Australian, the daughter of one of the mayors of East Maitland. Smith hired
Henry Potts, the former head of the Hawkesbury Agricultural College, to manage the
establishment.
A representative of Reuter’s Agency inspected Lyndford Hall, Norfolk, a large
country house surrounded by 1,000 acres of good pasture and arable land which
is being converted into an Australian farm training college for university graduates
and public school boys with a desire to settle on the land. Efforts will be made to
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reproduce as far as possible the conditions of farm life in Australia. The number
of students at the outset will be limited to 100…It is declared that under the direct
of Mr H W Potts Lyndford Hall will become a real university of Empire
Instruction.63
Following a fire that destroyed part of the hall the training scheme was halted, however Mr Potts
continued to manage the property as a stock farm for Mr Tilden Smith. Following Smith’s sudden
death in 1929, Mr Potts was then invited by Lord Strickland to Malta to report on agriculture and
livestock conditions on the island. Lyndford Hall (Figure 29), which dates from the 1850s, was
only partially destroyed in the fire and was used as a hospital during the war. It is now a hotel.

Figure 29: Lyndford Hall
Francis Frith Collection

2.5.23 Australia invites the British Domestic Girl (1927)
In 1927, a training centre for female domestic staff was set up at Market Harborough,
Leicestershire, England (Figure 30) by the Overseas Settlement Department in conjunction with
the Commonwealth of Australia. The Duchess of York opened the facility. Girls undertook six to
ten week courses and were then escorted in groups by ‘a friendly matron’ to Australia. Many
travelled to Western Australia. The training centre was set up in an existing residence and the
building survives today. Two further training centres were established, at Lenzie near Paisley
and a third at Leamington Spa.
A pamphlet was produced to explain to the girls what life was like in Australia entitled ‘Australia
invites the British Domestic Girl’ (Figure 31). Amongst the points made was the one that probably
influenced many decisions,
Unlike Britain (and Europe generally), which has a surplus of women, Australia
has a surplus of men.
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Photographs of picnic day races and a beach (possibly Coogee) were included. The relative
lack of a class system in Australia and its democracy were also stressed. The girls to be aged
from 18 – 35 and were required to remain in employment for 12 months. In return, they received
tuition, board and lodging and pocket money during their training course, and a free passage.

Figure 30: Trainees at Market Harborough
From the pamphlet “Australia invites the British
Domestic Girl”

Figure 31: Cover
From the pamphlet “Australia invites the British
Domestic Girl”

2.5.24 Dreadnought Scheme
About 7,500 English boys came to Australia under the Dreadnought Scheme. Funds raised in
Sydney to buy a battleship for the Royal Navy were redirected once Australia established its own
naval force. Instead, the funds were used for assisted passages and train migrant boys from
England. Three month courses were held at some of the larger State experiment farms and the
training farms at Arrawatta and Scheyville.

In NSW, Dreadnought boys were sent to the

Experiment farms at Cowra, Glen Innes, Grafton, and Wollongbar, as well as the farm at
Arrawatta established specifically to train young boys. The scheme was halted temporarily during
World War I and stopped at the onset of the Depression. As with the previous schemes to train
English migrants, many of the trainees had not been brought up in rural areas and had no
aptitude or liking for life on the land.
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2.5.25 Experiment Farms - NSW
In NSW, two State-run experiment farms had been established in 1895 at Wagga Wagga and
Bathurst, both of which have now been incorporated into Charles Sturt University. At Richmond,
near Sydney, the Hawkesbury Agricultural College was established around the same time (Figure
32). The Queensland Agricultural College (Gatton), now part of the University of Queensland,
followed shortly after, in 1897. In NSW, substantial experiment farm building programs did not
take place until after 1900, with the construction of agricultural buildings at the Bathurst
Experiment Farm and the clearing of land for the Grafton Experiment Farm occurring in 1902.64
Experiment farms were then set up across the state at Cowra, Condobolin, Temora, Trangie and
Wollongbar. Each farm was intended to test and acclimatise crops for the locality.

Timber

buildings were used in the timber-producing areas such as Grafton and Wollongbar (Figure 33)
on the north coast, whereas brick was used for the larger complexes at Bathurst, (Figure 34)
Cowra, Glen Innes, Richmond and Wagga Wagga.65

Figure 33: Quarters, Wollongbar Experiment Farm
Believed to be demolished (ML GPO 1 still 30987)

Figure 32: Manager’s Residence, Hawkesbury
Agricultural College (ML GPO)

Figure 34: Quarters, Bathurst Experimental Farm
Later Mitchell College Advanced Education (now part
of Charles Sturt University) (Noni Boyd)

64

Proposed State Heritage Register Listing for the Grafton Experiment Farm prepared by the National Trust
of Australia (NSW) 2004
65
Most of these institutions survive, although not all of the complexes continue to function as Experiment
Farms. Charles Sturt University has amalgamated two, Wagga Wagga and Bathurst, into their
campuses. At Bathurst, the farm buildings now form a separate complex, and continue to be
operated by the Department of Agriculture (now Primary Industry) as an Agricultural Research
Station. The stations at Narara, Cowra, Grafton and Wollongbar all continue to operate as
Agricultural Research Stations.
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A number of building forms were repeated at the various NSW experiment farms, particularly
small workers’ cottages, larger superintendent’s residences, weatherboard fruit-packing sheds
and the substantial two-storey barrack or dormitory building. At Yanco in the Murrumbidgee
Irrigation Area (MIA), Bathurst and Glen Innes identical fruit packing sheds were built. The timber
residences and the fruit shed are no longer part of the farm at Yanco, but were relocated to the
surrounding town and further afield to Leeton, when more substantial facilities were constructed
in the 1930s.66 The fruit packing shed was later converted to a church hall. The Department of
Agriculture intended that the accommodation at the experiment farms would provide farmers with
an example of what they could successfully build for themselves. The designs for most of the
buildings have been attributed to the NSW Government Architect (Figure 35).67

Figure 35: Settler’s Cottage, Murrumbidgee Irrigation
Area
(PWD Annual Report 1910-1911)

Arrawatta Farm
Arrawatta Farm near Inverell had been set up in 1924 for migrant training however, the NSW
State Government announced the sale of part of the facility in 1929. The farm was intended to
train the sons of deceased soldiers as well as migrant boys. The initial intake was largely of local
boys, with one migrant. The farm did not prove to be a success and it was later stated that no
migrants had actually volunteered for the project. The farm was in operation for five years. It had
been intended that the farm train 400 migrant boys a year.

66

67

The RAIA inventory of Twentieth Century buildings identified a church in Leeton that is identical to the
fruit packing sheds at Grafton and Bathurst. This is likely to be one of the relocated farm buildings
from Yanco.
The Section 170 Register prepared for the Department of Education lists the designer of the
Experiment Farms as being the Government Architect’s Branch.
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2.5.26 Experimental Farms - Queensland
The Queensland Government had a Stock Experimental Station outside Brisbane at Yeerongpilly,
a State Farm at Kairi, as well as the Agricultural College at Gatton. A Maltese training farm was
set up at Wynnum. In 1932, a State farm training centre was set up at St Lucia for Boys, the site
on St Helena Island, Moreton Bay and other sites having been decided to be unsuitable.
Photographs survive of the buildings at Kairi (Figure 36) and Gatton (Figure 37).

Figure 36: Manager’s house at the Kairi State Farm,
(State Library of Queensland)

Figure 37: Domitories and Dining Hall, Gatton
Agricultural College
(State Library of Queensland)

The Maltese Experiment Farm, Wynnum
Very little is known about the Maltese Experimental and Training Farm established at Wynnum
West in Brisbane, Queensland. The exact location has not been determined nor the nature of
any buildings. Further detailed research may reveal material in local studies collections or in the
Maltese-Australia press. Newspaper reports of the time indicate that a farm was established, but
nothing of its operation has been located.
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2.6 Evolution of the building
The surviving detail indicates an earlier date for the building than the late 1920s and it possibly
had another use, or was erected on another site previously, however this has yet to be confirmed.
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ was described in official reports as being a ‘wooden house on the
Australian plan’ and in the same report, an ‘Australian model house’.68 It is a colonial form of
building, built with a timber frame and is very unlikely to have been sourced from Great Britain.
Timber boarding and timber framed constructed is a common building technique that can be
found in many countries around the Pacific Rim. It was not a technique widely used in Great
Britain. During the interwar years, timber buildings were imported into England and Scotland from
Scandinavia, as timber for buildings was not widely available in Great Britain.
It would appear that the ‘Australian Bungalow’ originated in Queensland and is a typical example
of the standard of dwelling utilized as a modest homestead or manager’s residence on a
Queensland sugar plantation. It may even have been a surplus building donated by one of the
plantation owners as they had built a larger and more modern residence for themselves or their
resident manager.
Its form appears to have originated in Australia but the source of the materials used has yet to be
determined. The timber is believed to be Pinus Sylvestris (Scots Pine, Baltic Pine or Red Deal), a
softwood, rather than an Australian hardwood. Newspaper reports indicate that Scots Pine was
used for rural buildings and fruit packing cases, whilst Cypress Pine was used in rural
Queensland.69 In the 1920s, Australia imported large quantities of Baltic Pine, however its primary
domestic use appears to have been for flooring. Timber could have been obtained and plans sent
from Australia.
There is no documentary evidence to indicate changes to the configuration of the ‘Australian
Bungalow’ on its current site. Also there is no physical evidence of it being previously erected in
a different configuration. The two surviving photographs of trainees at work appear to be of
different buildings and it is possible that number of structures were shipped for training purposes
(see Figures 21 & 22).
In its current configuration, the building has no internal divisions, however typically a residence
would have had a hall with rooms on either side. The position of the tie rods indicates when the

68

Extract from Parliamentary Debates Official Reports, 3rd Parliament of Malta 18-19 George V, Legislative
Assembly, Government Printing Offices, Vol 28 1932, quoted in Samantha Fabry, Brief on the ‘Australian
Bungalow’ situated on the Government Experimental Farm Ghammieri-Malta, 2002-2003.
69
Brisbane Courier, 29 October 1931
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If this is the original

configuration, then the building was not originally a residence, but was a one roomed premises,
possibly a hospital ward, bank, store or dining hall/mess or clubhouse. One of the doors has the
initials LTC that could refer to a Lawn Tennis Club (in English). Although this is a supposition, if
the Bungalow was originally a lawn tennis club, it would explain why there is no central hallway.
Examples of the use of similar types of buildings as a hospital and a bank can be seen in historic
views of Eidsvold, Queensland (Figures 38 & 39).

Figure 38: Edsvold Hospital, Queensland,
(State Library of Queensland)

Figure 39: Edsvold Bank of New Zealand,
Queensland,
(State Library of Queensland)
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Assessment of cultural significance

This assessment of significance is intended to assist in making decisions on the future
conservation and any development of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ and its site.

3.1 Basis of Assessment
The following assessment of heritage significance has been prepared utilising the current
evaluation criteria set out for the National Heritage List. These criteria encompass the four values
in the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter: Historical significance, aesthetic significance, scientific
significance, and social significance.
The criteria set for the National Heritage List are:
Criterion (a)

the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance
in the course, or pattern, of Australia’s natural or cultural history

Criterion (b)

the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s possession
of uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Australia’s natural or cultural history

Criterion (c)

the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s potential to
yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Australia’s natural or cultural
history

Criterion (d)

the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance
in demonstrating the principal characteristics of:
(i) a class of Australia’s natural or cultural places; or
(ii) a class of Australia’s natural or cultural environments;

Criterion (e)

the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance
in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a community or cultural group;

Criterion (f)

the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s importance
in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a particular period;

Criterion (g)

the place has outstanding heritage value to the nation because of the place’s strong or
special association with a particular community or cultural group for social, cultural or
spiritual reasons;
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3.2 Historical significance
Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(a)

value to the nation because of the
place’s importance in the course, or
pattern,

of

Australia’s

natural

or

cultural history

Associated with the official attempts to encourage
the population of Malta to migrate to other, larger
British colonies (including a number of the
Australian colonies dating back to 1880s) so that
the island could function primarily as a strategic
British Naval base and staging post en route to the
Suez Canal.

Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(b)

value to the nation because of the
place’s possession of uncommon, rare
or endangered aspects of Australia’s
natural or cultural history

Attempts

were

made

to

replicate

Australian

conditions at other migrant training schools in the
1920s, however this is the only known example
where an Australian building was sourced and
erected for use in training exercises.

The other

training facilities for the British Colonies do not
appear

to

have

imported

buildings;

existing

complexes or tents were used.

Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(c)

value to the nation because of the
place’s potential to yield information
that will contribute to an understanding
of Australia’s natural or cultural history

Providing tangible evidence of the training program
for prospective Maltese migrants, a program that
was supplemented by an Experimental Farm at
Wynnum and a library of translated works on
Queensland agriculture as well as the collection of
typical tools. Consular representatives from both
countries provided assistance. The building was
used continuously as a classroom.

Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(g)

value to the nation because of the
place’s strong or special association
with a particular community or cultural

Associated with Maltese migration to Australia
(particularly Queensland) during the interwar years
and the training of Maltese migrants by men who
had already experienced life in the colonies.

group for social, cultural or spiritual
reasons;

Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(h)

value to the nation because of the
place’s special association with the life
or works of a person, or group of

Associated with the attempts by Gerald Strickland
to encourage migration from Malta to Australia in
the late 1920s and his attempts to improve
agriculture
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persons, of importance in Australia’s

Experimental Farm and Training Centre along

natural or cultural history

similar lines to the Hawkesbury Agricultural College
in NSW as well as the model poultry farm. Also
associated with the life and works of the prominent
Australian agriculturalist and educator Henry Potts.
An example of how Maltese-born officers in the
Colonial public service, including Lord Strickland,
Dr Mattei and Captain Curmi sought to provide for
the welfare of the Maltese people in seeking
suitable locations for migration and implementing a
migrant training program.

3.3 Aesthetic significance
Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(e)

value to the nation because of the
place’s
particular

importance
aesthetic

in

exhibiting

characteristics

valued by a community or cultural
group;

‘‘Australian Bungalow’’ in Malta is a good
example of bungalows built in rural Australia in
th

the 19

Century representing the aesthetic

characteristics of a colonial farm building. It
features a steeply pitched corrugated iron roof
and verandah that extends along three sides, a
battened gable end and simple timber verandah
freeze. The landscape setting and the dry stone
boundary wall add to the aesthetic quality of the
Bungalow.
The Bungalow is believed to be the only
surviving timber residential building on the
island of Malta.

3.4 Spiritual / Social Significance
No consultation has taken place to determine the significance of the heritage item to the
institution that it now resides within, or the local community that lives in the vicinity.
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The social significance of the place has not been
formally

assessed

through

community

consultation; however, in a general sense the
place has the potential to contribute to the local
community’s sense of place, and can provide a
connection to the local community’s past. Further
research

would

be

required

to

establish

significance under this criterion

3.5 Scientific (technical/research) significance
Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(d)

value to the nation because of the
place’s importance in demonstrating
the principal characteristics of:

An example of a typical rural Queensland
building re-erected in a locale totally devoid of
timber buildings, to provide an example of
typical Australian construction techniques.

It

also is a very rare surviving example of an

(i) a class of Australia’s natural or

entire timber building erected and dismantled

cultural places; or

on more than one site, a practice more usually
associated with the armed forces, field hospitals

(ii) a class of Australia’s natural or

and missions.

cultural environments;

Criterion

the place has outstanding heritage

(f)

value to the nation because of the
place’s importance in demonstrating a
high degree of creative or technical
achievement at a particular period;

Associated with trades training and agricultural
training

for

intending

migrants

and

the

exchange of agricultural techniques, stock and
crops between Queensland and Malta. The
underlying idea was based on the Australian
State

Experiment

Farms,

established

to

experiment with acclimatizing plants into the
different climate zones of Australia (rather than
European agricultural models). It was very rare
for building typologies developed to suit the
conditions in the colonies to be erected in the
Old World.
Built not only as a training exercise, but also to
demonstrate the standard of accommodation
that could be expected in rural Australia.
Elements had to be imported, as there was not
tradition of timber framed construction in Malta
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and building timbers were scarce.

Although

timber construction had been widely used by
the Royal Engineers in the British colonies in
the

nineteenth

century

including

Canada,

Australia and New Zealand, there does not
appear to have been a British or a Maltese
precedent for the use of timber for building
construction on Malta other than boat building
and joinery.

3.6 Maltese Evaluation Criteria
The Maltese evaluation criteria are very similar to those employed in Australia.
Criterion

Historical Significance

An example of how Maltese-born officers in the

(a)

Colonial public service, including Lord Strickland,
An item is important in the course, or Dr Mattie and Captain Curmi sought to provide for
pattern, of Malta’s cultural or natural the welfare of the Maltese people in seeking
history or has a strong or special suitable locations for migration and implementing a
association with the life or works of a migrant training program.
person, or group of persons, of
importance

in

Malta’s

cultural

or

natural history.

Part of the broader trade training schemes run
within Maltese technical institutes.

Criterion

Aesthetic/Architectural Significance

Associated with the exchange of agricultural

(b)

techniques, stock and crops between Queensland
An item is important in demonstration and Malta including hens and chickpea. The
aesthetic
or
architectural underlying idea was based on the Australian State
characteristics and/or a high degree of Experiment Farms, established to experiment with
creative or technical achievement in acclimatising plants into the different climate zones
Malta.

of Australia (rather than European agricultural
models). The building still retains its associated
garden setting.

Criterion

An integral part of the trade training schemes set

(b)

up for intending migrants to the colonies initially
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established within the Bugeja Technical institute,
this building appears to be one of a series of
structures sent to Malta for use by the trainees.
The importation of a typically ‘Australian Bungalow’
is evidence of the search by Maltese authorities for
other colonial locations with a similar type of
climate.

Criterion

Social Significance

Associated with Maltese migration to Australia

(c)
An

item

has

association

strong

with

a

or

(particularly Queensland) during the interwar years
special and the training of Maltese migrants by men who
particular had already experienced life in the colonies. The

community or cultural group in Malta exact student numbers have not been determined,
for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. however number of trainees at the technical
institute for 1929-33 was 350.

Criterion
(d)

Research Significance

Associated with trades training and agricultural

training for intending migrants and the exchange of
yield agricultural techniques, stock and crops between
information that will contribute to an Queensland and Malta.
An

item

has

potential

to

understanding of Malta’s cultural or
natural history.

Criterion

Believed to be an example of a typical rural

(d)

Queensland building re-erected in a locale totally
devoid of timber buildings, to provide an example
of typical Australian rural construction techniques.

Criterion

Rare Significance

The bungalow is believed to be the only timber

(e)

residential building on the island of Malta. It was
An item possesses uncommon, rare or very rare for building typologies developed to suit
endangered aspects of Malta’s cultural the conditions in the colonies to be erected in the
or natural history.

Old World.

Criterion

Contextual/Interpretive Significance

Built not only as a training exercise, but also to

(f)

demonstrate the standard of accommodation that
An item possesses good interpretation could be expected in rural Australia, the use of
or contextual values within its original timber for the building contrasted with the built
setting or landscape during the course environment of Malta. Although timber construction
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had been widely used by the Royal Engineers in
the colonies in the nineteenth century, there does
not appear to have been a British or a Maltese
precedent for the use of timber for building
construction on Malta other than boat building and
joinery.

Criterion

Representative Significance

(g)

State Experiment Farms, established to experiment
An item is important in demonstrating with acclimatising plants into the different climate
the principal characteristics of a class zones of Australia (rather than European
of Malta’s

The underlying idea was based on the Australian

agricultural models).

cultural or natural places,
or cultural or natural environments

3.6 Comparison with similar places
3.6.1 Prefabricated Buildings
It was initially thought that the building was prefabricated; however, no similar examples have
been located in the surviving product catalogues.

A number of prefabricated buildings

manufactured in Sydney survive, including early examples on Norfolk Island and in the Bay of
Islands, however these were intended as accommodation for colonial administrators and officers.
The trade in timber buildings prefabricated in Australia in the nineteenth century appears to have
been confined to the Pacific.

3.6.2 Timber Buildings
Timber for building was a scarce resource in Europe and the material was primarily used for
flooring, beams, rafters and joinery. The use of timber clad buildings is characteristic of countries
with substantial timber resources: Scandinavia, North America and Canada, Australia and New
Zealand. In Scandinavia, typical examples of rural construction have been retained in open air
museums, some of which date back to the late nineteenth century. Scandinavia exported timber
for building purposes to England, including prefabricated buildings.
In Great Britain, the use of timber for residential buildings had largely disappeared in towns due to
the risk of fire. Timber continued to be employed for small, modest buildings such as sheds,
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fishermen’s huts and net huts. In the nineteenth century, the Royal Engineers built their standard
building layouts in the colonies in whatever building material was at hand. Guard houses with the
same plan were built of timber in Canada and masonry on Cockatoo Island. There are no known
surviving examples of the temporary timber buildings erected by the AIF as hospitals and camps
during World War I or World War II. The standard wartime buildings were based on designs
developed by the British and later the Americans and are not typically Australian in character.

3.6.3 Model Structures Used for Training
No other examples have been located of a typically Australian building designed to be erected
and dismantled during training courses. Later examples of structures from different countries
erected for training purposes survive, such as the Japanese Room in the Architecture School at
the University of Melbourne. Similarly, the Australian design pavilions built in the interwar years at
International exhibitions do not survive, however these buildings were unique architectural
compositions rather than typical examples of Australian architecture.

3.6.4 Migrant Facilities
There are no known surviving examples of the temporary timber buildings erected by the
Australian Imperial Force (AIF) as hospitals and camps during World War I or World War II. The
standard wartime buildings were based on designs developed by the British and later the
Americans and are not typically Australian in character.
Few buildings were constructed specifically to house migrants, the majority of the migrant centres
in Australia made us of existing wartime complexes. The other examples of migrant training
centres intended to train migrants for the colonies utilised existing complexes.

3.7 Discussion of Heritage Significance of Australian
Places Overseas
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ has already been listed on the Maltese Heritage list for its rarity of
construction type, as well as its association with migration, as it is the only known building with a
verandah entirely built of timber on the island. The rarity of the form and its reconstruction in the
northern hemisphere goes beyond Malta, no other examples of buildings designed as a response
to the available building materials and the climate of Australia are known to survive in the
Northern hemisphere.
The building is likely to be of significance to Australia in three areas:
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1. For its association with the planned program of Maltese migration to the Dominions
including Australia in the interwar years
2. As evidence of the assistance provided by Australia, and the efforts of former Australian
Colonial governors, in improving Maltese Agriculture and establishing Experimental
Farms
3. As a very rare surviving example of a building intended to demonstrate typical rural
Australian building forms and construction methods to prospective migrants, one of very
few buildings designed in the colonies and erected in Europe.
As yet, there are no criteria or nomination forms for assessing and listing overseas places of
significance to Australia.

3.8 Significance grading
The following significance grading is as defined in the NSW Heritage Manual. New South Wales
grading criteria has been utilised due to its similarity with the Malta significance assessment.
EXCEPTIONAL

Rare

or

outstanding

element

directly Fulfils criteria for local or

contributing to an item’s Local and State State listing
significance

HIGH

High degree of original fabric. Demonstrates Fulfils criteria for local or
a key element of the item’s significance. State listing
Alterations do not detract from significance

MODERATE

Altered or modified elements. Elements with Fulfils criteria for local or
little heritage value, but which contribute to State listing
the overall significance of the item

LITTLE

INTRUSIVE

Alterations detract from significance. Difficult Does not fulfil criteria for
to interpret

local or State listing

Damaging to the item’s heritage significance

Does not fulfil criteria for
local or State listing
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Grading of Elements
EXTERIOR
Overall configuration of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ including

Exceptional

verandah
Roofing (corrugated iron, short sheeted)

High

Rainwater Goods (original round profile)

High

Gable ends

Exceptional

Verandah including decorative timberwork and brackets

Exceptional

Concrete to Verandah

Intrusive

Weatherboards

Exceptional

Doors and fanlights

Exceptional

Remnant of monogram or logo LTC

Exceptional

Sash Windows with scalloped apron below

Exceptional

Timber stumps

High

Limestone stumps (replacement)

Little

INTERIOR
Horizontal and vertical timber lining boards and dado

Exceptional

Coved ceiling lined with timber

Exceptional

Vents

High

Tie Rods

Exceptional

Timber flooring

Exceptional

Linoleum [old or modern?]

TBC

GENERALLY
Paint scheme

TBC

Garden Setting including dry stone walls

Exceptional

Memorial Plaque

High
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4.0 Statement of cultural significance
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ is potentially of international cultural significance:
As evidence of longstanding effort by the British to encourage the general population of
Malta to migrate to other colonies, in order that the island’s limited resources could
support the naval base when needed.
In providing tangible evidence of the planned migration program from Malta to Australia in
the interwar years, a program specifically developed to provide prospective migrants with
the skills to survive in their new environment. One of a pair of Maltese Experiment Farms
(the other being at Wynnum in Queensland) set up to train Maltese migrants in Australian
agricultural methods (particularly techniques for rural Queensland) and the only known
interwar example of a training scheme for the Dominions to have constructed typical
colonial buildings.
As an example of how Maltese-born officers in the Colonial public service, including Dr
Mattei and Captain Curmi and former Australian Governors with connections to Malta
sought to provide for the welfare of the Maltese people in seeking suitable locations for
migration and implementing a migrant training program. The importation of a typically
‘Australian Bungalow’ is evidence of the search by Maltese authorities for locations with a
similar type of climate.
For its association with the life and works of Henry William Potts, who was instrumental in
implementing the Australian model of Experiment Farms, designed to teach practical
agricultural skills, improve stock as well as acclimatise plants to different climate zones.
As the only known example of a timber building with a verandah on the island of Malta,
one of very few examples of forms developed as a specific response to colonial
conditions to have been erected in Europe.
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5.0 Constraints and Opportunities

5.1 Issues arising from the Condition of the Place
The building is a poor condition as a result of long term vacancy and lack of maintenance. The
most damage has occurred to the corrugated galvanized iron roof through rusting including
galvanized iron gutters and downpipes. Timber square verandah posts have also been damaged
or are missing so are all post shoes. Part of its timber floor has also been damaged. The
Bungalow is in need of emergency repair and conservation in order to halt further deterioration.

5.2 Statutory Planning Controls
The ‘Australian Bungalow’, Malta, has been recognised under Maltese heritage legislation and is
potentially subject to other heritage recognition, including offshore heritage listing.

Maltese Listings
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ was listed (‘scheduled’) on 6 June 2006 in Malta under section 46 of
the Development Planning Act 1992 by the Malta Environment and Planning Authority (MEPA)
and

included

on

the

Malta

Scheduled

Property

Register

(Appendix,

also

www.mepa.org.mt/LpDocumentDetails?syskey=%2023, as well as listing notice):
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ at Ghammieri, limits of Marsa as a Grade 1 property in terms of
Structure Plan Policy UC 7 as shown in site plan 14#16 attached.
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ was listed under the Maltese Cultural Heritage Act, 2002 Section 57,
related G.N. 930 of 2002 Development Planning Act, 1992 (Section 46) Scheduling of Property
(www.mepa.org.mt/heritage-legal-protection ), showing in summary as:

LQA001

Architecture

‘Australian
Bungalow’

Ghammieri

Luqa

Scheduling
Government
Notice
492/06

Bungalow

(www.mepa.org.mt/malta-scheduled-property)

However, in the summary in the Schedule Property Register the Bungalow is shown as a Grade 2
property, although likely to be an error, given the Grade 1 ranking in the legal document. The
degree of protection such grades provide, is attached.
Luqa - ‘Australian Bungalow’
‘Australian Bungalow’, Luqa - Grade 1
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The ‘Australian Bungalow’ was brought to Malta in 1920's as part of a scheme
aimed at assisting the training of "potential migrants wishing to work in Australia
in the techniques and methods used in building and construction". It was
originally located in the Migrants Training Centre in the Bugeja Technical Institute
in Hamrun but was relocated to the Government Experimental Farm in
Ghammieri in 1930, where it remains to date. This pre-fabricated building used to
be built and pulled down in order for trainees of different courses to learn how to
construct such a building by using the same materials.
The bungalow is over 70 years old and although has had several modifications
carried out to it, it is still largely authentic and is still used as a classroom by the
Agricultural and Rural Development Division Department in which students are
taught biology and farming at secondary school level. This structure is of
architectural significance for Malta because it is built entirely of timber and its
morphology is unique. It is also of historic importance since it facilitated Maltese
migrants to seek better prospects in Australia.70
Under Maltese legislation, various entities have been established to administer Malta’s heritage
responsibilities (www.culturalheritage.gov.mt/page.asp?p=3052&l=1 ):
•

The Superintendence of Cultural Heritage – to ensure the protection and accessibility of
all cultural heritage.

•

Heritage Malta - manages State-owned Museums and heritage sites

•

The Cultural Heritage Panel, as part of the Heritage Advisory Committee, under that
legislation has the powers to advise on conservation—and development, matters related
to heritage place (see Part X1 of legislation). The Malta Centre for Restoration –
(amendment to Cultural Heritage Act (II. 2005.50)) - teaching as well as the provision of
of conservation and restoration services and for consultation as may be required by other
bodies, both public and private, but it does not appear to have skills in wood
conservation, as these do not appear in the course curriculum.

As part of Maltese legislation, it is subject to National heritage and planning requirements, as
outlined below, as well as heritage and planning commitments within the European Union which
Malta joined in 2004.

70

MEPA SCHEDULES 17 PROPERTIES Posted on: 21/06/2006
http://www.mepa.org.mt/news-details?id=70#’Australian Bungalow’
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Other relevant legislation is the Cultural Heritage Act 2002 that replaced the previous legislation:
Antiquities (Protection) Act 1925 (amendments through to 1983). Article 57 of this legislation
shows the link with the Development Planning Act (Malta), and establishes the heritage
management system under which decisions about the ‘Australian Bungalow’ are made.
Section 2 of the Cultural Heritage Act defines ‘cultural heritage’ and ‘cultural property’ as including
both movable and immovable heritage. This legislation is attached in Appendices.

Degree of Protection
Changes to the site are strictly limited: ‘Any interventions allowed must be directed to their
scientific restoration and rehabilitation’ (see Appendices - Degree of Protection).
The Malta Environment and Planning Authority indicates its current processes for assessing
development at a scheduled property including the assessment of ‘Restoration Method
Statements’, see terms of reference for this last attached. The Heritage Planning Unit assesses
the impacts of all proposed works on a scheduled property. The Unit is currently changing its
processes for minor works, including stabilization it is assumed, but the input of a conservation
architect is still required, and a ‘method statement’ is required (www.mepa.org.mt/heritagerelated-planning ).

5.3 Non-Statutory Listings
5.3.1 Potential Australian Listing - LOPHSA
The ‘Australian Bungalow’, Malta, has been recognised under Maltese heritage legislation and is
potentially subject to other heritage recognition, including offshore heritage listing.
Whilst statutory legislation within Australia under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), the List of Overseas Places of Historic Significance to
Australia (LOPHSA), established on 1 January 2007 has no statutory force, merely recognising
symbolically sites of outstanding historic significance to Australia located outside of the Australian
jurisdiction. As the management agency (now Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water,
Population and Communities, Heritage Division) states “With this new list, Australia can recognise
and celebrate those overseas places of greatest importance to the development of our nation in a
way that is respectful of the rights and sovereignty of other nations. The list helps tell the story of
the most significant parts of Australia’s history that occurred outside our borders.” Only three
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places have so far been put on the List, being Anzac Cove, Gallipoli, Kokoda Track, Papua New
Guinea, and Howard Floreys Laboratory, Sir William Dunn School of Pathology, UK. 71
The process for listing a place on the LOPHSA includes the following steps72:
•

The Australian Government Minister for the Environment and Water Resources (the
Minister) considers whether a particular place outside of the Australian jurisdiction should
be included on the LOPHSA.

•

The Minister may ask the Australian Heritage Council for advice on the proposed listing.
The Minister may also consider information from other sources.

•

The Minister may include a place on the LOPHSA if satisfied it is outside of Australian
jurisdiction and is of outstanding historic significance to Australia.

•

To list, the Minister must publish a notice and statement of the historic significance of the
place to Australia in the Government Notices Gazette.

5.3.2 Conservation Charters
International Charters
ICOMOS charters and guidelines may apply, although it is unclear to what degree they are used
in Malta, as they have no statutory force:
•

The Venice Charter (International Charter for the Conservation and Restoration of
Monuments and Sites (The Venice Charter) 1964

•

Principles for the Preservation of Historic Timber Structures 1999

•

Charter on the Built Vernacular heritage 1999

These are all found at www.international.icomos.org/charters.htm
Australia ICOMOS Charter (The Burra Charter) 1999
The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance (the Burra Charter) 1999 and
its accompanying guidelines are considered the best practice standard for cultural heritage

71
72

(www.environment.gov.au/heritage/places/index.html Last updated: Friday, 15-Aug-2008 08:13:57 EST).
http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/publications/overseas-places.html
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management in Australia. It sets a standard of practice for those who provide advice, make
decisions about, or undertake works to places of cultural significance, including owners,
managers and custodians.
•

The Burra Charter 1999 http://australia.icomos.org/publications/charters/

5.3.3 European Union Standards
The Treaty on European Union former Article 151, now 167 of the Treaty stipulates that the
Community must support and supplement action by the Member States in order to conserve and
safeguard cultural heritage of European significance.
(http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:FULL:EN:PDF)
The Community has taken action with regard to movable and immovable heritage (museums,
collections, libraries and archives); archaeological and architectural heritage; natural heritage
(landscapes and sites of natural interest); linguistic and gastronomic heritage, and traditional
occupations. Community action of this kind deals with both the cultural and economic aspects of
heritage.
Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of Europe (Granada, 1985)
(http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/121.htm)
The Granada Convention is a Europe-wide treaty establishing the principles for the recognition,
protection and conservation of architectural heritage. Article 1 defines 'architectural heritage'
under three broad categories of Monument, Groups of Buildings, and Sites.
•

Monument: all buildings and structures of conspicuous historical, archaeological, artistic,
scientific, social or technical interest, including their fixtures and fittings;

•

Group of buildings: homogeneous groups of urban or rural buildings conspicuous for their
historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, social or technical interest, which are
sufficiently coherent to form topographically definable units;

•

Sites: the combined works of man and nature, being areas which are partially built upon
and sufficiently distinctive and homogenous to be topographically definable, and are of
conspicuous historical, archaeological, artistic, scientific, social or technical interest.

The Granada Convention emphasises the importance of inventories in underpinning conservation
policies.
Convention for the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage of Europe (revised) (Valletta, 1992)
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(http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/143.htm)
The Valletta Convention is a Europe-wide international treaty which establishes the basic
common principles to be applied in national archaeological heritage policies. Archaeological
heritage is defined as: Archaeological heritage includes structures, buildings, groups of buildings,
developed sites, movable remains and monuments of other types, together with their
surroundings, whether they are located underground or underwater.
Nearly forty European countries are parties to one or other of the Council of Europe’s heritage
conventions. By co-ordinating action to monitor and implement them, and particularly through
data pooling, the Council of Europe keeps a watch on heritage policies in Europe. Its aim is to
help states meet new challenges and work together to find the most appropriate solutions.
The European Heritage Network (HEREIN) plays a prominent role in monitoring the Granada and
Valletta conventions as a permanent information system bringing together government
departments responsible for cultural heritage under the umbrella of the Council of Europe.
(Council of Europe: www.coe.int/t/dg4/cultureheritage/heritage/Archeologie/default_en.asp )

5.4 User Requirements
A number of attempt have been made to obtain the Institute’s requirements, however, no
response has been received to date. It is understood from the previous communications, the
owners and managers of the Bungalow do not have any defined or specific use for the building in
the future.

5.5 Access and Security
The bungalow is located within the Government Experiment Farm College grounds at Ghammieri.
Access to the bungalow therefore first involves entry to the college grounds.
Vehicular Access
Vehicle parking near the bungalow is available only on restricted access.
Pedestrian Access
The bungalow is situated in a small garden surrounds. A level area has been formed into the
sloping grounds with stone retaining walls. Pedestrian entry is via a path which leads straight to
the front of the bungalow on its long verandah side, and thus to the front door.
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Building Security
The building itself could be secured through locks at the doors and windows. Access to the
verandah area cannot be restricted except through measures such as temporary barriers at the
start of the entry path.
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6.0 Conservation Policies

6.1 Conservation Methodology
These policies arise out of the Statement of Significance (Section 4.0) for the ‘Australian
Bungalow’ and acknowledge that the place is part of the larger Experiment Farm at Tal Hammieri.
They also arise from the constraints and issues identified in Section 5.0 including physical
condition, heritage listing, statutory controls, National and International charters, and access.
The policies provide practical information to guide planning and works and are based on the
international conservation charters, the principles of the Burra Charter (1999) of Australia
ICOMOS, current conservation methodology and best practice.

6.1.1 General
The Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance, the Burra
Charter (revised in 1999) has been widely accepted across Australia as the underlying
methodology by which all works to significant heritage buildings is undertaken.

As this

conservation management plan has been prepared by a working party of Australia ICOMOS, the
Burra Charter has been employed. Other international charters have been developed for specific
typologies such as timber buildings, gardens, interpretation etc. and these have also been
considered.
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ has been assessed as being of cultural significance in its own right,
and as an integral part of the Agricultural training establishment.
Future works to the place, including maintenance and the construction of any new facilities should
be guided by this conservation plan as well as any conservation planning principles established
by the Maltese Planning Authority.
It is essential that the aims and intentions of this Conservation Management Plan are
disseminated to those who occupy the building, and those planning and carrying out work. To
ensure that the document remains relevant, it should be reviewed on a ten yearly basis. The aim
of this review is to incorporate both changes in conservation methodology and practice and the
changing requirements of the client.

Policy 1
Ensure conservation, maintenance and associated new works to the ‘Australian Bungalow’ and
its setting are undertaken:
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In accordance with the relevant ICOMOS Charters and Principles including the principles
for the preservation of timber structures;
In accordance with the aims and intentions of this Conservation Management Plan;
In accordance with any Maltese Planning guidelines;
In accordance with the relevant planning instruments;
In accordance with current conservation methodology and practice;
In such a manner, that retains the cultural significance of the ‘Australian Bungalow’
precinct.

6.1.2 ICOMOS Principles for the preservation of historic timber
structures
In addition to the Burra Charter, which is used to guide conservation works Australia-wide,
ICOMOS have developed principles for the conservation of vernacular structures and for the
treatment of timber buildings. The ICOMOS principles for the preservation of timber buildings also
points out that there has been a loss of skills and knowledge of the traditional design of timber
buildings. The principles of the charter, ratified in 1999, are to
Recognize the importance of timber structures from all periods as part of the cultural
heritage of the world.
Take into account the great diversity of historic timber structures;
Take into account the various species and qualities of wood used to build them;
Recognise the vulnerability wholly or partially in timber due to material decay and
degradation in varying environment and climatic conditions, caused by humidity
fluctuations, light, fungal and insect attacks, wear and tear, fire and other disasters;
Recognise the increased scarcity of historic timber structures due to vulnerability, misuse
and loss of skills and knowledge of traditional design and construction technology;
Take into account the great variety of actions and treatments required for the
preservation and conservation.
Note the Venice Charter, the Burra Charter and related UNESCO and ICOMOS doctrine,
and seek to apply these general principles to the protection and preservation of historic
timber structures.
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The principles contain a series of recommendations under the following headings:
Inspection, Recording and Documentation;
Monitoring and Maintenance;
Interventions;
Repair and Replacement;
Historic Forest Reserves;
Contemporary Materials and Technologies
Education and Training
The aspects are covered in the following conservation policies, which have been developed using
both the Burra Charter and the Charter for the Preservation of Historic Timber Structures as a
guide.

Policy 2
Base conservation works on ICOMOS principles for the preservation of heritage structures and
historic timber structures in particular.

6.2 Managing Heritage Assets
6.2.1 Incremental Change
As timber buildings are rare in the Maltese Islands due to limited access to timber, most
structures are erected in masonry, and also as ‘space’ for any building works on the Maltese
Islands is at a premium, the utmost must be done to preserve the detail of rare timber buildings
and significant individual joinery elements.
Incremental change to the ‘Australian Bungalow’ has the potential to result in a gradual loss of
cultural significance, in particular the loss of original details, including decorative details, loss of
knowledge regarding the use of traditional timber types and a loss of skills required to repair
weatherboards, timber framing, timber lining boards &c.
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ complex is of a level of cultural significance that warrants careful
assessment of ALL WORKS to the building need to be assessed to ensure that changes do not
impact on significant fabric.
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Policy 3
Any physical interventions upon the building must be undertaken according to the aims and
intentions of this conservation management plan and appendices, and any further information
contained in the future Maintenance Plan.

Policy 4
Seek to manage the place as a heritage asset, making provision for funding to undertake cyclic
inspections, monitoring and routine building maintenance.

Policy 5
Ensure that the assessment of the heritage impact of ALL WORKS to the place is undertaken,
including activities proposed by the Experiment Farm and/or volunteers/caretaker groups, if
modification to significant fabric is proposed.

Policy 6
Ensure that the internal process of seeking approval for works includes input from heritage
specialists.

6.2.2 Recording the Detail
No original or early drawings of the building have been located. Some modifications to the
buildings have occurred (e.g. roof repairs) for which no architectural drawings or other
documentation has been located. A set of record drawings has been prepared as part of this
Conservation Management Plan preparation, based on recent photographs and drawings. The
measured drawings were prepared from measured sketches prepared by Susanne Zahra during
a visit to Malta some years ago. The joinery items may be standard off-the-shelf elements that
were readily obtainable in Australia in the late nineteenth century, however this has not been
confirmed.

Policy 7
Ensure that past and future changes to the place are recorded by:
Commissioning an accurate levelled and measured survey of the site, including the
grounds.
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Using the architectural drawings as base drawing, recording incremental changes over
time, noting the date of the replacement of elements.

Policy 8
Record the detail of the surviving decorative elements and the joinery including the four panel
doors and the window joinery.

6.2.3 Recording Conservation Decisions
In accordance the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter and conservation best practice, the decision
making process during any conservation works should be recorded on file. At present, a suitable
location for files and drawings relating to the conservation of the building has not been
determined.

It may be possible to store the material as a digital archive so that it can be

accessed from Malta and Australia.
As there have already been a series of conservation management plans prepared for this site, it
is not considered necessary to review the document after 5 years. With many sites, the five year
time frame is simply too short and in reality most conservation management plans get reworked
every decade.

Policy 9
Ensure that this conservation management plan is made available to the Maltese authorities and
the institution that currently manages the site.

Policy 10
Seek to establish a suitable location to store records relating to the conservation of the ‘Australian
Bungalow’. Given that the site is on Malta, it might be appropriate to establish a digital archive
that can be accessed remotely.

6.3 The Tal Experiment Farm at Ghammieri
6.3.1 Site Management
The bungalow is a property managed by the Government Experiment Farm College at Ghammieri
(Tal Hammieri), outside Valletta, in Malta under the jurisdictions of the Ministry of Resources and
Rural Affairs. The managers of the bungalow and its garden surround do not at this stage (2010)

FINAL

85

Australia ICOMOS

‘Australian Bungalow’ in Malta

October 2011

have a defined or specific use for the bungalow in the future, or a strategic plan for its future use
and management.

Policy 11
The Government Experiment Farm College, being the owners and managers of the bungalow,
and custodians of its heritage values, should in all instances play a key role in determinations of
future uses of the bungalow and of its future maintenance, unless they determine to delegate that
role.

Policy 12
Management of the building should preferably remain with the Experimental Farm College as this
maintains the continuity of the ‘Australian Bungalow’’s longstanding role as an educational facility.

Policy 13
Uses should be determined for the ‘Australian Bungalow’ that does not compromise the security
provisions and management systems of the College.

6.3.2 Views and Vistas
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ can clearly be seen from the central road through the Experiment
Farm that extends from Triq Hal Luqa. A current aerial photograph shows a series of fields to the
rear delineated by trees. The central avenue also has tree planting but it is not continuous in
front of the ‘Australian Bungalow’.

Policy 14
Retain views into the Bungalow and its surrounding garden setting as seen the central avenue of
the Experiment Farm.

6.3.3 Site Usage
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ has been part of the Experiment Farm since 1930 and its location
there is evidence of the advice provided by the Australian Government on setting up and
managing State-run experiment farms.
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Policy 15
The planning of the College grounds and, in particular the ‘Australian Bungalow’ and its
immediate surrounds, should give the highest importance to the retention of the bungalowon its
current site, or if that is not feasible, to allocation of a place in the grounds suitable for the
‘Australian Bungalow’, preferably in accordance with a Grounds Master Plan or similar.

Policy 16
If there is no other option, for instance, in the event of the Experimental Farm being closed and
demolished, the bungalow could be partly or totally disassembled and moved to another suitable
Maltese location. This location should preferably be on the Experimental Farm site. If that is not
possible, a location should be found in the vicinity

Policy 17
Limit physical alterations to significant fabric in order to allow a change in the use of the building
that is related to the continued operations of the Experiment Farm.

6.3.4 Security
The extent of any security issues at the site is not known, however the deterioration of the fabric
would appear not to be the result of any vandalism, and there is no evidence of graffiti. A security
fence could be erected if necessary, however this is not desirable as this type of fence is
invariably visually intrusive.

Policy 18
Security of building ingress should only be established by measures and / or fixtures which do not
require removal of or damage to any of the building fabric, and which do not visually detract from
appreciation of the heritage significance.

Policy 19
Consideration may be given to the installation of a security fence around that part of the grounds
containing the bungalow, only if that fence can be set at a distance from the building itself so as
not to intrude on its immediate setting or visually detract from appreciation of the heritage
significance.
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Policy 20
The location of the Bungalow with the Experimental Farm College necessitates that any future
uses involving public access should be compatible with the College’s access and security
arrangements.

6.4 The ‘Australian Bungalow’
6.4.1 Current Configuration
The current configuration of the building dates from the early 1930s when the building was
transferred and erected on the Tal Hammieri site. The only details that should be permitted to be
altered are later modifications that are contributing to the deterioration of the place. It would
appear that the building was initially erected on stumps and that some of these stumps have been
replaced.

In particular the installation of concrete to replace timber elements is causing

deterioration. This is further discussed in the section on timber.

Policy 21
Retain the surviving physical evidence of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ as erected at the Experiment
Farm at Tal Hammieri.

Policy 22
With the exception of timbers in contact with the ground, original details are not to be altered or
improved, but are to remain as a record of past construction techniques.

Policy 23
Later modifications (classed as intrusive fabric) that are contributing to the rapid deterioration of
the place should be replaced with a more appropriate detail.

6.4.2 The Grounds
The only ‘structures’ in the Bungalow lot are perimeter garden and retaining walls and the high
edgings to paths, which have dual use: to contain the garden beds and to channel and guide rain
waters. There is an adjacent drainage channel with a bridge (which was dry when the site was
visited by Australian ICOMOS in 2010).
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Gardens were established surrounding the house in the early 1930s. Planting has been used
within the Experiment Farm to separate the different areas and fields. Perimeter planting and
avenue planting can be seen on the current aerial photographs.

Policy 24
The garden surrounding the Bungalow, between its verandah and the road and at both sides,
should remain as a ‘garden’ and not be built upon.

Policy 25
Retain and conserve the memorial within the grounds.

Policy 26
Perimeter garden and retaining walls should remain and should be conserved rather than altered.
Hard cement mortar should not be used.

Policy 27
All site drainage and flows over land (arising from seasonal heavy rain) should be in working
order and direct water well away from the ‘Australian Bungalow’. Roof water is likewise either to
be collected for use or directed well away from the building. Investigate the possibility of directing
water into the adjacent drainage channel.

Policy 28
Horticultural, agricultural and garden structures should remain low scale (i.e. maximum 1m high)
within the garden lot where the Bungalow is situated.

The natural ground levels within the

Bungalow lot are not to be raised.

Policy 29
Maintain the perimeter planting used throughout the Experiment Farm.

6.4.3 Re-erecting the Bungalow as a Training Exercise
As the building has remained in its current configuration since the late 1930s when the training
program ended, the original concept for the Bungalow, to teach skills when working with timber
and timber structures by dismantling and re-construction is no longer appropriate, however there
is considerable potential for repairs to the place to be undertaken as part of the training of
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The Malta Environment and Planning Authority (MEPA)

promote the conservation of the traditional closed wooden balconies found in Maltese towns. In
addition to Urban Conservation Area (UCA) policies to protect these timber structures, a Closed
Wooden Balcony Grant Scheme was established.

Skills utilised in the conservation of the

wooden balconies could be used to repair the ‘Australian Bungalow’.

Policy 30
During any maintenance or repair works, record the surviving detail of the building and investigate
as to whether any of the timbers are labelled with their Australian terminology.

Policy 31
Consider the use of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ as a venue for training sessions in the conservation
of timber buildings.

6.4.4 Use as a Classroom
Although intended to be used as a training exercise, once erected at the Experiment Farm
‘Australian Bungalow’ was utilised as staff accommodation and as a classroom. After the war,
the use as a classroom continued and classes are believed to have been held as recently as
2003.

Policy 32
Ideally the use of the building as a classroom should continue, as this is a longstanding use.

Policy 33
Encourage the use of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ by students.

6.4.5 Alterations
To allow the continued use of the building minor additions such as a sink/kitchenette and toilets
may need to be added. This should not occur within the main room or within the verandah but
could be sensitively added to the rear.
Typically, additional rooms to this type of Australian building were created by filling in the
verandah, or were located separately at the rear, linked by a breezeway (covered way).

Any

infilling should not occur to the three main elevations. Any alterations should be confined to the
rear. Additions should be small in scale light weight and unobtrusive. There is also the possibility
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to provide additional facilities for the ‘Australian Bungalow’ in separate pavilions linked by a
covered way or breezeway. This structure could be designed to be separate from the heritage
item and as it is new, need not be timber. The link itself should be lightweight and open in
character i.e. not an enclosed corridor. The new structure should be located as far back as
possible on the site. The design should be tested in 3D to ensure that there is no visual impact.

Policy 34
The Bungalow wrap-around verandah should not be enclosed to the three main elevations.

Policy 35
Confine all additions to the rear and ensure that additions are designed to be minimal in scale
and to have minimal impact on the surviving significant fabric. If necessary, link the additions to
the ‘Australian Bungalow’ by a covered way.

6.5 Maintaining the Fabric
6.5.1 General Approach
Maintenance is the single most importance conservation process that will ensure the long term
conservation of the place. Continual preventative maintenance should be undertaken in
preference to not undertaking any maintenance works for many years and then undertaking
extensive repair projects once the fabric has deteriorated.
The suggested work and the priority of works are contained in ‘Australian Bungalow’ Malta:
Condition Survey and Conservation Works Schedule in the Appendices.

Policy 36
Preserve and maintain all significant fabric in situ.

Policy 37
Ensure that the building is adequately ventilated

Policy 38
Ensure that there is suitable access so that the building can be properly maintained
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6.5.2 Condition
The building has been assessed as being in a poor condition generally, with parts of both the
structural elements and the claddings either missing or in very poor and unstable condition. A
schedule of urgent works has been prepared as part of this Conservation Management Plan
process (refer to the Appendices).

Policy 39
The necessary conservation stabilisation measures identified by this conservation management
plan should be undertaken as soon as it is practicable in order to hold the building in a state in
which no further loss of fabric or deterioration occurs.

Policy 40
The priority maintenance measures identified by this conservation management plan, and any
subsequent assessments, should be implemented as soon as practicable in order to conserve the
building.

6.5.3 Construction
The building was constructed of timber and any repairs to the structure should be undertaken
using a similar timber and a similar profile. It is not appropriate to simply sheet over holes or
remove deteriorated decorative elements.

Policy 41
When original or early fabric has deteriorated beyond repair, replace like with like, using both the
surviving physical and documentary evidence as a guide to getting the detail right. Date stamp all
replacement elements.

6.5.4 Materials
TIMBER
The types of timber used to construct the building should be fully identified, as this will help
determine which elements are part of the original building (obtained from Australia), and which
are later repairs or additions sourced from elsewhere. The use of lapped boards to the soffit of
the verandah is not a standard Australian detail and may be a later modification, replacing difficult
to dismantle tongue and groove boarding.

The translations of building terms provided for

migrants included red and white deal boards and scantlings, neither of which were widely
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available in Australia. These are timbers that carpentry students are likely to have been working
with.
Recent scientific analysis on the Bungalow by two of the post graduate trainees of Dr Claire
Baluci at Heritage Malta identified two types of timber species possibly European (larch and
hemlock) in the preliminary stage and requires confirmation. They have managed to determine
the different wood species, as well as obtain some other very interesting information following
analysis of the paint layers, measurement of physical deformations, environmental monitoring,
identification of bio-deterioration and IR thermograph. Findings of this study will be kindly made
available when completed, which then will be incorporated into this Conservation Management
Plan to guide future conservation works.

Policy 42
Determine the type of timber used for each element and if possible, its country of origin.

Policy 43
Utilise the same type of timber and the same profile when preparing replacement timbers.
CORRUGATED IRON
Short sheets of hot-dipped galvanized corrugated iron are no longer made. It is not appropriate to
introduce modern roofing materials such as colourbond. The most appropriate replacement
sheeting is Z600 galvanised corrugated steel which can be cut and rolled to match historic sheet
sizes. In theory, the historic profiles are still obtainable, in practice they can be very difficult to
obtain whereas second hand corrugated iron can be quite readily be obtained. Further discussion
of replacement corrugated steel can be found in the article that appeared in the Victorian Heritage
Advisor, April 2000 entitled ‘Why any old galvanized iron won’t do’.
The weathered corrugated iron to the roof of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ contributes to the
aesthetic quality of the place. Rather than introducing new sheeting, which would be visually
intrusive, it is proposed that salvaged sheeting of a similar dimension and profile be used.
Sheeting that has been added that does not match the original sheet pattern can be altered.
Small scale patching of the sheeting can be undertaken using a variety of techniques including
the traditional method of lead soldering or modern silicon patching.

Soldering should be

undertaken with the upmost care; more than one historic building has been destroyed by fire
during conservation works, as a result of careless soldering.
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Policy 44
The use of salvaged corrugated iron sheeting of matching grade, profile and dimensions is
acceptable and is preferable to the use of new corrugated iron sheeting which would be visually
intrusive. Retain the original arrangement of laps.

Policy 45
Carefully repair the existing roof in situ, retaining the patina of age.

6.5.5 Cyclic Maintenance
The ‘Australian Bungalow’ needs to be maintained on a regular basis. Inspections should be
undertaken on a yearly basis, with a more detailed inspection should be undertaken by a
Conservation Architect/Heritage Specialist on a five yearly basis.

Policy 46
Undertake regular maintenance inspections of the ‘Australian Bungalow’.

Policy 47
Establish a program of cyclic maintenance that aims to ensure that the roof and walls are water
tight and are well fixed.

Policy 48
Continue to maintain the significant fabric of the ‘Australian Bungalow’.

6.6 Moveable Heritage
The documentary record indicates that there was once a teaching collection associated with this
building, however the location of the books, tools and other implements is currently unknown.
Further research may reveal if the artefacts remain with the Experiment Farm. A list of the
Maltese terms for tools was included with the published guide to Migrants.

This has been

included as an appendix. Some typical Maltese carpentry tools brought to Australian by the
migrants may also survive.
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Policy 49
Liaise with the Experiment Farm to determine if any of the teaching collection for use in migrant
training survives within the institution’s libraries, laboratories or other collections.

Policy 50
Liaise with the Technical College at Hamrun to determine if any of the teaching collection for use
in migrant training survives within the institution’s libraries, laboratories or other collections.

Policy 51
Catalogue any moveable heritage items associated with the Maltese migrant training scheme for
Australia.

Policy 52
Incorporate any surviving moveable heritage into the interpretation of how the place operated.

6.7 Archaeology
‘Archaeology’ does not merely mean sub-surface physical remains, but is the study of cultures as
indicated by all evidence. In the case of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ and the site on which it stands,
the following needs to be known:
past uses of the land
uses of the land since the Bungalow was sited there
changes to the Bungalow since it was last assembled at the site
It is not known whether MEPA, Heritage Malta, or another body has information on past land use
of the area including the ‘Australian Bungalow’, not the detail of the record of changes to the
Bungalow and / or site on which it stands since first located there. When possible this needs to be
followed up. As previously noted, the Valletta Convention (the European Convention on the
Protection of Archaeological Heritage) applies in this case to the any archaeological processes.

Policy 53
Ensure that Maltese archaeological requirements are followed in respect to this site.
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6.8 Future Site Usage
6.8.1 Visitor Access
Subject to the operational requirements of the Experiment Farm, there is potential for the building
to be visited on an occasional basis e.g. as a heritage open day or student open day.

Policy 54
Consider opening the building to visitors on an occasional basis, possibly as part of general
heritage events or student open days.

6.9 Future Research
There are a number of areas of further research, which could provide information for the detailed
interpretation of the place. Additional research, in both Maltese and Australian archives and
newspapers, may reveal more detail about the training program and the facilities in both Malta
and the migrants’ life in Australia. Historical material, including wartime aerial photographs, is
held in the UK. There is also potential to stage an exhibition at one of the migration museums or
a local museum in Queensland regarding the Maltese Migrant Training Scheme.
Further research may identify people whose fathers or grandfathers attended a training course.
There is considerable potential for further physical evidence to be uncovered during repair works
which would indicate if the structure was labelled with the Australian names for the timber
members (as can be seen in one of the historic photographs).

Policy 55
Undertake further detailed research to assist with the interpretation and presentation of the
‘Australian Bungalow’.

Policy 56
Ensure that any building works are recorded in detail as evidence of the method of construction,
including labelled timbers, may survive.

Policy 57
Consider forming a partnership with one of the migration museums to maintain a record of the
training scheme.
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6.10 Interpretation
As the place has been identified as being of cultural significance, a programme of interpretation
could be used to reveal that significance to a range of audiences in Malta and in Australia. The
interpretation of the ‘Australian Bungalow’ will assist to reveal the long-term connections and
important relationship that Malta and Australia share in regards to twentieth century migration.
Interpretation is incorporated into the Burra Charter (Article 25) as part of conservation
processes, and the ‘Ename Charter’ a Charter for the Interpretation and Presentation of Cultural
Heritage

Sites

was

adopted

by

ICOMOS

in

2008

that

can

be

found

at

http://www.enamecharter.org
As the significance of this place and in particular the building is not easily identifiable, an
interpretation programme should be developed. The following outline incorporates the framework
for any interpretation plan that is developed.
Background – define framework for the project;
Inventory – develop an inventory of interpretive assets (documents, photographs, oral
histories, artefacts, also management framework and potential host/repository);
Analysis – Analyse assets in relation to interpretive opportunities and constraints;
Audience – Identify and define audience; who are the visitors and what is the potential
target audience?
Develop interpretation themes (messages to be conveyed);
Potential storylines – details of the history of the place and related experiences;
Develop strategies – methods presenting the history of the place;
Implementation – identify how the interpretation strategies are to be implemented.
Without pre-empting the outcomes of the interpretation planning process, some opportunities
constraints are easily identifiable. Firstly the current audience is likely to be limited to people
associated with the agricultural school and who are Maltese speakers. At present, the building is
not part of any tourism programme however a number of Australian visitors to the island have
been taken to see the Bungalow by ICOMOS (Malta).
Detailed interpretation could be web-based, or utilise other off-site technologies and could be
hosted via another organisation, such as one of the Australian migration museums. Opportunities
for visiting researchers or similar groups should be considered.
On-site interpretation should be limited and low-key however there is potential for a signboard to
be placed either on the verandah or within the room, which details the history of the place. Such
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an element should be carefully designed to not obscure or overpower the elements of the building
that it is describing.

Policy 58
An interpretation programme should be developed.
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Appendices
8.0

Appendices

Mr Vincent Tabone
Local historian Mark Caruana interviewed Mr Vincent Tabone on 24th January 2004 in relation to
Mr Tabone’s experience at L’Ghammieri in June 1938 prior to migrating to Australia. The video
interview was provided by Mr Caruana to Susanne Zahra in 2004. Below is a précis of the
discussion between Mr Tabone and Mr Caruana in so far as it relates to L’Ghammieri.
Mr Tabone was a young Gozitan seeking to migrate to Australia. He was advised to enrol in a
migrants’ training program at the Immigration Department, in Christopher Street Valletta. The
Migrants Training Centre was at the Experimental Farm at Marsa.
He was one of ten boys attending two classes. The training course would run for four to six
weeks and trainees would receive payment of 15 shillings per week, equivalent to a half wage.
The course included education on woodworking – tools and carpentry skills, English language,
farming conditions in Australia – sheep, pigs, cows and fowls, and trades. Mr Tabone noted that
the trades that young men would most likely find work in in Australia would be cane cutting and
stone quarrying.
Mr Tabone did recall being in a single roomed classroom, however, as his tenure was only one
week, he did not recall the detail of the building. His vague recollection is that the building did not
appear to have anything to do with Australian conditions and that it was a small area of a larger
building allocated to migrants.
Mr Tabone was fortunate that he was already skilled in plastering and was able to secure a
sponsor for his migration to Australia. This resulted in his attendance at the course for a short
period.
Unfortunately Mr Tabone’s evidence is not able to locate the training of migrants at the
Experimental Farm to the ‘Australian Bungalow’. This however, does not necessarily mean that
the building was not used as such.
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Excerpt from the Malta Government Gazette (Tuesday, 6th June, 2006)
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Malta Cultural Heritage Act 2002
http://www.culturalheritage.gov.mt/page.asp?p=3052&l=1
Mission Statement
The Superintendence of Cultural Heritage’s mission is to fulfil the duties of the
State in ensuring the protection and accessibility of Malta’s cultural heritage.
Definition of Cultural Heritage
The Cultural Heritage Act 2002 defines ‘cultural heritage’ as “movable and
immovable objects of artistic, architectural, historical, archaeological,
ethnographic, palaentological and geological importance and includes
information or data relative to cultural heritage pertaining to Malta or to any other
country. This includes archaeological, palaeontological or geological sites and
deposits, landscapes, groups of buildings, as well as scientific collections,
collections of art objects, manuscripts, books, published material, archives,
audio-visual material and reproductions of any of the preceding, or collections of
historical value, as well as intangible cultural assets comprising arts, traditions,
customs and skills employed in the performing arts, in applied arts and in crafts
and other intangible assets which have a historical, artistic or ethnographic
value.”
Mandate
The Cultural Heritage Act 2002 has defined a new cultural heritage framework for
Malta. The main objective of this framework is to ensure that Malta’s cultural
heritage is adequately protected, conserved and promoted.
Within this legal framework, the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage was
established and given the mission to ensure the protection and accessibility of
cultural heritage. The Act also establishes the functions of the Superintendence.
Organisation Structure
The staff of the Superintendence of Cultural Heritage presently consists of eleven
employees, headed by the Superintendent of Cultural Heritage. Members of staff
include specialists in various aspects of cultural heritage, as well as assisting
technical staff and administrative officers.
Other entities established by the Cultural Heritage Act
The Superintendence of Cultural Heritage is one of a number of entities that have
been created by the Cultural Heritage Act. The Act also identifies the following
entities:
• Committee of Guarantee
The Committee of Guarantee has been set up in order to ensure and
facilitate the collaboration between the different agencies that have direct
or indirect responsibility for the protection and management of the cultural
heritage sector. It is also responsible for advising the Government on the
National Strategy for Cultural Heritage.
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•

Heritage Malta
Heritage Malta is an operating agency, established to ensure that those
elements of the cultural heritage entrusted to it are protected and made
accessible to the public. Heritage Malta manages State-owned Museums
and heritage sites. Heritage Malta is governed by a Board of Directors,
whose role is to determine the policy and strategy of the Agency, to
manage its human resources and finances, and to ensure collaboration
with local and foreign bodies necessary for achieving the aims of the
Agency.

•

Originally established as an independent body, the Malta Centre for
Restoration was incorporated within Heritage Malta through an
amendment of the Cultural Heritage Act (II. 2005.50). The Malta Centre for
Restoration ’s mission is to become a centre for the teaching, training,
research and practice of conservation, restoration, maintenance,
management and presentation of the cultural heritage. It is also
responsible for the provision of conservation and restoration services and
for consultation as may be required by other bodies, both public and
private.

•

National Forum
The National Forum is an annual event, which brings together entities
responsible for, or interested in, the preservation of cultural heritage, to
discuss the state of cultural heritage in general. The entities include the
Superintendence of Cultural Heritage, Heritage Malta, the Malta Centre for
Restoration, the Committee of Guarantee, the Catholic Cultural Heritage
Commission and other Religious Cultural Heritage Commissions,
Government departments and entities, Local Councils, NGOs, the
University of Malta, and other educational institutions, specialists,
consultants, and any other parties registering their interest in writing to the
Minister.

•

Cultural Heritage Fund
The Cultural Heritage Fund is a body corporate with a separate legal
personality, which receives and manages monies paid to it under the
provisions of the Cultural Heritage Act, as well as other assets that may be
donated by non-governmental sources. These are used for research,
conservation or restoration of cultural heritage. The Fund is administered
by the Committee of Guarantee.
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Degree of Protection
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