National Scientific Committee
on Rock Art Australia (NSCRAA)
Introduction and objectives
In October 2017, Australia ICOMOS approved the formation of a National Scientific
Committee for Rock Art (NSCRAA). The Committee will support the ICOMOS International
Scientific Committee on Rock Art (CAR) nationally and in the Australian context.
The International Rock Art Committee’s objective is to promote international co-operation
and to provide advice to ICOMOS and to UNESCO organs including the World Heritage
Committee on their activities in the field of rock art. While CAR initiates and co-ordinates
world-wide action for the knowledge, protection and rehabilitation of humankind’s rock
art heritage; NSCRAA will provide advice to CAR on Australia’s rock art heritage.
The objectives of the NSCRAA are to support CAR’s objectives, and in addition:
1. To further the conservation and protection of
Australian rock art, through the encouragement of a
greater understanding of all the aspects of its
significance (including scientific, social, aesthetic and
historic) and through the application of best-practice,
values-based conservation and management approaches;

2. To support Indigenous custodians of rock art to
enable and facilitate their primary and active role in the
interpretation, management, conservation and use of
rock art sites;
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3. To provide technical, scientific and conservation advice
to Australia ICOMOS, the Australian Government and
ICOMOS International on issues relating to Australian rock
art, and where appropriate, to rock art in an international
context; and

4. To provide a discussion forum for members in relation
to contemporary issues and best practice relating to rock
art documentation, research, management and
conservation.

Through this activity NSCRAA seeks to discuss, study, promote,
document, report on and above all encourage the conservation of Australian rock art. A
basic principle governing all the activities of NSCRAA will be acknowledgement of the
primary custodianship of the traditional owners of the rock art, and the importance of
cooperative work with them, in accordance with their wishes.
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Membership
Membership of NSCRAA is open to Australia ICOMOS members with an active interest
in and/or whose professional practice touches on the area of rock art. Membership will
initially draw on the Australian members of ICOMOS and can also include an invitation
to members of ICOMOS National Committees in southeast Asia and the Pacific with
similar interests – individuals who are members of National Committees other than
Australia ICOMOS will be considered Affiliate members if they join the NSC.
NSCRAA will recognise and include the following types of membership:
A. Expert membership: Expert membership is open to Australia ICOMOS members
with established expertise in the different spheres related to rock art. The term
Expert specifically includes Indigenous people with traditional knowledge,
obligations, or interests in rock art and its conservation; and
B. Affiliate membership: Affiliate membership is open to individuals from outside
Australia ICOMOS who are engaged in activities relevant to the objective of the
NSC and who can contribute to the work of the NSC by bringing particular
knowledge, expertise and/or experience to the group. Affiliate members do not
have voting rights.
Where an Institution is a member of Australia ICOMOS, they may seek membership of
the NSC via a suitably experienced or qualified staff member, who may join the NSC
either as a Member (if they themselves are an Associate or Full member of Australia
ICOMOS) or as an Affiliate member (if they are not a member of Australia ICOMOS in
any category).
When established the membership will nominate and elect a NSCRAA coordinating
committee, including a Convener, membership secretary and communications officer, as
required. This coordinating committee will of necessity be required to make decisions
and to provide advice on key issues on behalf of NSCRAA.
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Meetings
NSCRAA will meet at a minimum once a year in person – but three times a year by
telephone/Zoom meeting. Effort will be made to time face-to-face meetings to coincide
with scheduled events with a relevance to rock art that are held in different locations
around Australia. Other meetings may be held as necessary, in conjunction with Australia
ICOMOS events, other events or by teleconference.
Business to be discussed at meetings will include:


Reports and presentations related to the NSCRAA’s objectives and activities;



The program of activities and a realistic work plan for the coming calendar year;



Possible excursions or guest lectures;



Coordination with ISC meetings, Australia ICOMOS Executive Committee
meetings, etc.; and



Review of communication methods.

Further information
If you are interested in joining this Committee, or would like more information about it, contact
Jo McDonald (jo.mcdonald@uwa.edu.au) or Sharon Sullivan (redbank@hotkey.net.au).
More information is also available in the NSCRAA Terms of Reference, which can be downloaded
from https://australia.icomos.org/get-involved/national-scientific-committees/nsc-rock-art/.
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